Now we ask you, brothers, and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. And we urge you, brothers, and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else. Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. Brothers and sisters, pray for us. Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss. I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers and sisters. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.                                                                    1 Thessalonians 5:12-28
Then I saw a New Heaven and a New Earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God; He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said: “See, I am making all things new.” Also He said: “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then He said to me: “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning, and the End.”                                                                                          Revelation 21:1-6a
   Sitting on the side of the highway waiting to catch speeding drivers, a State Police Officer sees a car puttering along at 22 MPH. He thinks to himself, "This driver is just as dangerous as a speeder!" So he turns on his lights and pulls the driver over.
   Approaching the car, he notices that there are five old ladies -- two in the front seat and three in the back - eyes wide and white as ghosts.

    The driver, obviously confused, says to him, "Officer, I don't understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit! What seems to be the problem?"

   "Ma'am," the officer replies, "You weren't speeding, but you should know that driving slower than the speed limit can also be a danger to other drivers."

   "Slower than the speed limit?" she asked. No sir, I was doing the speed limit exactly... Twenty-Two miles an hour!" the old woman says a bit proudly. The State Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains to her that "22" was the route number, not the speed limit. A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned and thanked the officer for pointing out her error.

   "But before I let you go, Ma'am, I have to ask... Is everyone in this car ok? These women seem awfully shaken and they haven't muttered a single peep this whole time." the officer asks.

   "Oh, they'll be alright in a minute officer. We just got off Route 119."
The New Year Resolution
1. Every January 1st, millions of people around the world come up with the “New Year’s Resolutions” and the statistics show that in the United States over sixty percent make at least one resolution to greet a New Year. What is the definition of a resolution? The Oxford language Dictionary says it is:

1. a firm decision to do or not to do something;
2. the quality of being determined or resolute;
In 2023, the three top resolutions apparently are these: 

1. Focus on a passion, not the way you look;
2. Work out to feel good, not be thinner;
3. Stop gossiping;
2. The problem with resolutions, however, is that that they tend to be forgotten within just a few days, or weeks and the statistics indicate that only 46% of those who make a resolution will somewhat succeed while only 4 % really succeed. I am not surprised with these statistics because I know that as the society we are incapable of keeping promises. The history has proven this over and over again. The vows exchanged by the couples promising each other "till death do us part" are so easily broken today and nobody seem to make any big deal of this anymore; not even the Church. The politicians’ actions show that promises are only as good as the election is concern, and after being elected to the office, the vast majority of the politicians suffer from the total “campaign promises amnesia.” This also is true in all other aspects of public and even business life. The days when the word and shaking hands were as good as the written contract are long gone, and today when signing any contract one must read the fine print or even consult the lawyer to make sure there are no loopholes allowing the contract to be dissolved or not kept at all. In today’s “woke” society even the public, signed contracts are invalidated because of the revisionist ideology creeping up into all the aspects of life, even the legal system, but what is the most tragic this also happens in the Church. 
3. I believe that as the society, and most certainly as the Church, we must implement serious and meaningful changes in life. We must do it as the members of the Body of Christ, but what is even more important, we must do it as individuals. We need to implement a radical change in the way we think and in the way we act. What I am saying is that we need a dramatic change in the Church, something similar to what Martin Luther, John Calvin, and a number of others realized a few centuries ago. As the society we must recognize that such values as respect for each other, truthfulness, and responsibility, are not just concepts but the very fundamental blocks of life that keep the society alive, harmonious, and functioning. The modern Church must once again embrace and yield to our Savior, Jesus Christ, and His teaching, not to the arrogant interpretation of what He said, what He did and who He is, as claimed by those who oppose the Christian values in the name of so called “enlightenment.” The Church needs to be brought under the absolute Lordship and leadership of Christ, not a temporary, humanistic, woke ideology.
4. In Revelation John writes: “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning, and the End.” Jesus Christ indeed is that “everything.” Writing to Thessalonians Paul encourages the Church, and this includes us, to make resolutions and to keep our lives in line with Jesus’ teachings. We need to implement all of them and focus on what Paul writes about. His letter offers practical hints, it is not just an intellectual message in a “jargon” the society, and even the Church, like to hear and to use, hiding behind it while claiming to follow Jesus. Paul says: “Rejoice always” – how can anyone always rejoice? – one may ask. How can I rejoice when there is so much pain in my heart? These is a legitimate question, but to be precise, how do you understand the word “rejoice”? After all, rejoice does not always mean laughter, it does not mean to be indifferent to someone's pain. “Rejoice always” does not mean to keep a “happy-go-lucky” attitude. “Rejoice,” and especially "rejoice always" instead indicates our praise to God, praise enshrined in our hearts. Paul is talking about the ways to recognize our Lord not only while in His sanctuary, but in everything our daily lives bring. We may experience pain of loss, grief and even sadness because of the circumstances of life, but even in them we need to realize that what we experience God too experience with us, and in all these moments leads us through. Today’s Church often lacks such a praise, and as long as we do not act with our heart and conscience but are more concerned with what others may say about us, we do not truly praise God, so we cannot “rejoice.” 
5. “Pray continually” (or without ceasing). God does not expect us to spend our days constantly on our knees, but He wants us to be always in connection with Him in our attitudes, always ready to speak to Him whether through the loud or silent prayers or simply through our actions. Prayer after all, is our only mean of direct communication with God. Pray continually means to be “always” open to God’s presence. This may be in the way we handle ourselves, how we treat other people, or what and how we say about and to others. It means to know that God is constantly with us, no matter where we are and what we do. It may be sometimes scary, but this is exactly what continual contact with God means. 
6. “Give thanks in all circumstances.” This is where we really have great difficulties accepting Paul's words. What do I have to be thankful for if I experience so much suffering, so much pain? How about His blessings in your life? How about thanks for His Son's sacrifice for what we have done? How about the gift of the eternal life? We indeed have so much to be thankful to God, unfortunately, as people, we prefer to complain. Someone asked: "why did God have to place thorns on those beautiful roses?" while another reflected: "how wonderful it is that God place those beautiful roses among all these thorns." It is all the matter of perspective, and that matter of perspective is controlled by our relationship with God. 
7. Finally, Paul bluntly warns: “do not quench the Spirit.” Without the Spirit of God we cannot praise Him, and we cannot even pray. Without the Spirit our praise and worship become formal and indifferent, we use the words but only with our lips, and though we may flawlessly sing professionally, with the Spirit quenched, there is no praise, no thanksgiving, and no prayer at all. Many Christians have become masters extinguishers of the flame of the Spirit, and they must re-learn whatever the Spirit does. I already shared with you this story: Years ago the great actor was given a grand reception in his childhood parish. During the reception he asked if there was anything people especially wanted to hear from him. After a minute’s pause his old pastor asked him to recite 23rd psalm he taught the man in Sunday School. 
The actor paused for a moment, and then said, “I will, on one condition, that after I have recited it, you, will do the same.” The old, retired pastor concurred.

Impressively the actor began the Psalm. His voice and intonation were perfect. He held his audience spellbound, and, as he finished, a great burst of applause broke from the audience.

As it died away, the old pastor rose from his wheelchair and began to recite the same Psalm. His voice was feeble and shivering and his tone was not faultless but, when he finished, there was not a dry eye in the room.

The actor rose and his voice quivered as he said: “Ladies and gentlemen, I reached your eyes and ears, but my old pastor has reached your hearts. The difference is just this: I know the Psalm, but he knows the Shepherd.” This happens only with the unquenched Spirit.
8. We do not know what lies ahead of us in this new 2023. We do not even know what the next few months will bring, but what we do know is that we must make changes in us, and we must change our lives even more. We must walk even closer with the Lord trusting Him and what He has in store for us. We have an obligation to not only preserve our faith but to live it to the fullest. So, let’s pray for one another, let’s praise the Lord and keep His banner high, for He is the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, in spite of what the secular world or other religions claim. Let us be filled with His Spirit and let us never quench His fire burning in our hearts for we know our Savior and opened our hearts and lives to Him. Let this be our resolution for this year and let this resolution be truly fulfilled. Happy New Year to you all.











