The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.                                                                  Exodus 12:1-4; 11-14

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?" He said, "Go into the city to a certain one, and say to him, 'The Teacher says, My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.'" And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. When it was evening, he sat at table with the twelve disciples; and as they were eating, he said, "Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me." And they were very sorrowful, and began to say to him one after another, "Is it I, Lord?" He answered, "He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me, will betray me. The Son of man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born." Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Is it I, Master?" He said to him, "You have said so." Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's Kingdom." And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.                                                                                                         Matthew 26:17-30

The Upper Room
1. When I was a teenager, I used to have a poster of the Leonardo DaVinci’s Last Supper, but with a twist. Although based on the famous fresco, the Disciples in my poster portrayed representatives of many different races. I guess, whoever created this poster used the imagination to present something important and unique. As a matter of fact, the “Upper Room’s” scene, whether painted with the brush or a stroke of a pen, has always been a representation of a view of that night as seen by the mind of an artist. Matthew also gives us an account as he saw it and although similar to the view of the other Gospels writers, it is His impression of what the last “Passover” meal celebrated by Jesus with His disciples was.
2. It was the first day of the “Feast of Unleavened Bread,” an eight-day long celebration which required a lot of preparation. Consider how we celebrate Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving or even the 4th of July every year and how much preparation goes into those family gatherings. I still recall the “Spring house cleaning” just before Easter back home when I was a child, or the preparations for Christmas Eve dinner. The preparations for the Passover too was very elaborate and time consuming. Many years ago I was involved in the preparations for the “Seder,” the “Passover” meal, and I remember how laborious these preparations were. In preparation for that feast and the meal, the disciples asked Jesus where they would observe the “Passover,” as they wanted to begin the preparations. 
3. According to Matthew, replying to their inquiry, Jesus says that a certain man in the city has a place they could use, and they are to go and to inform that man that the "time is at hand" and to begin the preparations for this annual festival. There was a lot of preparation that went into the observance of the Passover, not least of which was to obtain unleavened bread, spices, fruit, and a lamb. One important part of all these preparations was to search for any trace of yeast in the home, since yeast represented the sinful influence of Egypt that the Jews were to leave behind as they were to get ready for the Exodus. Every tiniest bit of the leavened bread  was to be eliminated from the place. It’s easy to find the loaves of bread in the pantry but can you imagine hunting for all the pieces of “Cheerios” between the couch cushions?” And this has to be done, no exceptions. At the Passover time and the unleavened breads feast, there was no room for sin which yeast symbolized.  
4. In preparation for the “Holy Communion,” our “Passover,” we too must prepare ourselves. According to Apostle Paul’s we are to come to the Communion Table with a prepared heart, in a worthy manner. When we come to the Communion Table, the “yeast of sin” must be removed from our lives. This is why we need Jesus!  He’s the only one capable of perfectly cleaning the “homes” of our lives, which allows us to have a relationship with God. This is why Paul said: "Let a man examine himself." The Communion is not to be seen as a casual observance. Jesus and His disciples did not come to the “Passover” meal in a casual way. If tonight we celebrate the “Maundy Thursday,” it is because we are still in Lent, the time of reflection, confession, and repentance. Tonight’s service is a solemn celebration, one that leads us to recall not only the “Passover” meal, but also the night of Jesus’ struggle with His impending death. We are invited to recall the reason why, just before He was arrested, speaking with God, Jesus said these immortal words: “Father, take this cup away from me.” Yet, He concluded His prayer saying: “yet not what I want but what you want.”
5. The self-examination is a part of preparation not only for the Communion but for our daily life with God. Just before going to the Garden of Gethsemane, at the Passover Table, Jesus stunned His disciples saying: "One of you will betray me." Until that evening the disciples heard from Him that He would have to die, but they never knew that one of them would betray Him. Faced with this news the disciples scrambled. They each questioned themselves. They questioned their commitment, their sincerity to Christ.  Although Jesus knew who would betray Him, he allowed all of them to test the frailty of their own nature. They doubted, they questioned, they dreaded the possibility of being the one, but only one of them knew that Jesus was pointing to him, Judas Iscariot. We all experience occasional self-doubt, and it is needed, even if only to keep in perspective of how frail we are when left on our own. 
6. The Passover meal according to the book of Exodus was to be observed in families or in conjunction with close friends. The disciples and Jesus constituted a family, even if they were born of different parents, because they all responded to the call, the invitation to follow Jesus. They were together for three years and they shared many meals and probably celebrated the Passover together before. Now, Jesus identified the betrayer as one of those who shared meals with them, a member of this close circle. Still, Jesus was reaching out to Judas because he was one of the Twelve. Judas’ problem was that he did not recognize the Messiahship of Jesus and because for him Jesus was just a teacher, a rabbi. He did not want to accept Jesus for who Jesus was. Judas willingly separated himself from the Lord and remained separated even when sharing in the “family” table. Consequently, Judas left the table and went out to do his evil deed, although Jesus has demonstrated His willingness to allow even him, the worst of the sinners to repent. All the disciples examined themselves and their commitment to Jesus but only Judas was the one who was found wanting. 
7. When Jesus took the bread and told the disciples that this bread now represents His body, He pointed out to a powerful symbolism of life’s sustenance. Jesus said this bread becomes His body, His life that He offers, so that they, and subsequently us, may live. We need Christ’s sacrifice to have our sins to be taken away and when He took wine, he also said that this cup represents His blood shed for many. We need His body and His blood to nourish us spiritually as much as we need true bread and even wine to nourish or bodies. Shedding of Jesus’ blood on the cross was not only for His disciples but also for us, to be released from the consequences of the penalty for sin. His blood and His broken body purchased our forgiveness. 
8. I like the analogy of our lives being saved by Christ with the story of the survival of the original DaVinci’s fresco the “Last Supper.” When Milan, Italy, was bombed during WWII, the Santa Maria delle Grazie church where “the Last Supper” is located was also destroyed, all the walls but one, were laid in ruins. The wall that was saved was none other than the one with the Leonardo Da Vinci’s "Last Supper." In spite of the turmoil of war and near total destruction, the “Last Supper” still stands as a powerful symbol of remembrance of Jesus’ death and sacrifice for the sake of the world. Despite the turmoil of wars and constant attacks, Jesus and His sacrifice remains alive and well and our celebration tonight just proves my point. We are here to partake at this meal and once again focus on the importance of Christ’s sacrifice. Jesus joins us once again at this Table just as He joined His disciples in the Upper Room. Are we ready to come to His Table? Let us join together in that fellowship, and let us share the meal He prepared for us.

