When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans, and Arabs, in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another: “What does this mean?”  But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel. “Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.”                                  Acts 2:1-21
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know Him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power for us who believe, according to the working of His great power. God put this power to work in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And He has put all things under His feet and has made Him the head over all things for the Church, which is His Body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.                                                                                                                               Ephesians 1:15-23
A couple had two little mischievous boys, always getting into trouble, and the parents knew that if any mischief occurred in the town, the boys would get blamed. The boys mother knew that a clergyman in town had been successful in disciplining children, so she asked if he would speak with her boys. The clergyman agreed and asked to see them individually. So, the mother sent her 8-year-old first, in the morning, with the older boy to see the clergyman in the afternoon. 
    The clergyman, a huge man with a booming voice, sat the younger boy down and asked him sternly, “Where is God?” They boy’s mouth dropped open, but he made no response, sitting there with his mouth hanging open. The clergyman repeated the question. “Where is God?” Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. So, the clergyman raised his voice some more and bellowed, “Where is God!?” 
    The boy screamed and bolted from the room. He ran directly home and dove into his closet, slamming the door behind him. When his older brother found him in the closet, he asked, “What happened?” The younger boy, gasping for breath, replied: “We are in real BIG trouble this time! God is missing, and they think we did it!”
The Power of God
1. Today is the Pentecost Sunday and traditionally in the liturgical churches the reading from the Book of Acts recalling what happened on the first “Pentecost” of the New Testament times serves as basis for the pastor’s message. I decided to combine the reading from Acts with the reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, because I find here a direct connection in both of these passages. Pentecost in Greek means “50” and today is 50 days after the Easter Sunday. In a Jewish tradition today is also a “Shavuot,” the festival celebrated to mark God’s giving the “Torah” to Moses on the Mount Sinai. It is imperative that we understand the importance of both of these events. Without the “Torah” the Hebrews would not know God and without the Holy Spirit we too would have difficult time to understand the events of Easter. When Paul writes to Ephesians he hopes that they, and consequently us, would truly know God and His power. Last week as we focused on the importance of faith I spoke about the “power of God,” but what exactly is this power? We may try to describe it with words, but somehow this always falls short. I believe that if we look around we may see the power of God in the world that surrounds us, but we have to be willing to see it. We may see the greatness and the vastness of God’s creation in the Universe, but to fully understand His power, we need the Holy Spirit to teach us of what this 

 power truly is. 
2. Paul said that the power of God is visible in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which is the fundamental premise of Christianity. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, then He was a fake, and we might as well believe anything else or not to believe at all. Paul said that without the reality of the resurrection, our preaching is in vain, and our faith is in vain. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, then we believe in a myth. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead than our presence here in this sanctuary makes no sense. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead than our faith is baseless, and we have no hope and we have no future. This is what the modern society accepted as their view and the results of this are visible all around us and are disastrous. Yet, because we know that Jesus rose from the dead, we know that God demonstrated His power in bringing His Son back to life, and that through Him we have also been brought back to life from the state of death from sin. Through our faith we see God’s power in our lives and in this world and we also know that without God this world will end, just as the mighty Roman Empire has ended. Without God our civilization will cease to exist and unless our society embraces God once again we will suffer the fate of the “Mighty Rome.” 
3. Today, we hear even in some Christian churches that there are many ways to God and that because many people worship different gods therefore we should not make claims that there is only one way to God. When we as Christian follow Jesus’ statement that He is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” and that “nobody comes to God but through Him,” modern society accuses is of arrogance and bigotry. The modern society claims to be “enlightened,” and embracing all the ideologies, while we are portrayed as uncaring and disrespectful of others. Today, for the majority of the Western society the conformism and pluralism are the natural elements of what the modern civilized society is. For a true Christian all these elements “humanistic, liberated, progressiveness” are however unacceptable. We know that the only Way to God is through Jesus Christ, and we may say this because we have personally experienced His power when He reached out to us and set us apart from the world of sin and misery. 
4. When we look at the person of Jesus Christ we see the power of God not only emanating from Him but also controlling and guiding Him from the moment of conception to the day of Ascension. He still emanates the power of God today, as the Living God. The power of God was demonstrated in Mary’s supernatural conception as well as in Jesus’ birth in the appointed time and place. With the power of God Jesus was able to heal the lame, to cleanse the lepers, to open the eyes of the blind and to cast out the demons from the possessed. The power of God was demonstrated in His death on the cross and His words: “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do." When on the third day He rose from the grave, the power of God was fully revealed. This is what sets us apart from all other religions and beliefs of all the people of the world. This is why we say that Christianity is the only true way to God. 
5. The power of God is demonstrated not only in the resurrection of Jesus Christ but also in elevating Him to the position of authority. Paul writes, “Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11) Jesus is the Lord over all creation and He is also the Lord over the Church. People may try to take charge and control of the Church but if they are not guided by the Holy Spirit, the results are tragic and disastrous. Far too often people forget that the Church is not an institution of a man but of God, with Christ at the helm. If the Church wants to achieve any goals and to play any important role in shaping of the people, of the community and of the country, we must rely on the Holy Spirit, not on a human wisdom. For this reason the Holy Spirit was given to us on the “Pentecost day.” 
6. The Church’s beginning might have been humble because Jesus was humble, but over the centuries, guided by the power of God, the Church was able to transform the society teaching the way of Christ. Unfortunately, somewhere along the line the Church became arrogant and begun to rely on the human wisdom rather than God’s, and consequently this eventually led to the creation of the skeptical, and arrogant society, one that is seeking the secular views over God’s, as it is so plainly visible today in the modern world and often even in some churches. So, here we are, the society of the 21st century, where hate, disrespect of others, arrogance on every level and in every segment of the society, rule. There is no denying that today as the society we face our own destruction thanks to our “enlightenment” as a species. Only with the power of God our society transformation is possible, but only if we allow the Holy Spirit who came to us on the 50th day after Jesus’ resurrection, to guide us. If we do not, the words of J.R. Tolkien from the “Lord of the Rings” will come to life: “The time of men has ended; the time of the orc has begun.” 
7. Paul prayed that we might know “what is the immeasurable greatness of His power for us who believe.” The power of God that was present in Jesus Christ is also present in us making difference in our lives if we allow the Holy Spirit to take control of our lives. Strengthened by this power we know that our faith does not follow a myth but the truth, and it is the only way to God. We can also be confident that all of the promises of God are true just as Jesus’ resurrection was.  We may be also fully confident the Word of God is true from the beginning to the end, therefore we are not to modify this Word, as some today do, just so it would suit our desires and ideologies.
8. Jesus Christ is alive, and with the Holy Spirit’s guidance we serve our “risen Savior.” We serve the Living God, not the memory of someone or a teaching of some dead self-proclaimed prophet. We worship the Living Savior because we know Him personally and the relationship we have with Him is true. He has the authority over everything and everyone and we trust Him. Paul prayed that he might "know the power of His resurrection." As true Christians we know this power, but it is so tragic that so many people today do not want to tap to that power. In human arrogance so many refuse to get in touch with the Savior. I only pray that through the guidance of the Holy Spirit whose coming we celebrate today more people may connect with our Only and Living God, through Jesus Christ. 

