What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated some men to say: “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. They set up false witnesses who said: “This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the Law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on to us.” And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. You are the ones who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.” But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the Heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.                                                                                                  Acts 6: 5-15 and 7:55-60
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him, but they doubted. And Jesus came and said to them: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
                                                                                                                                         Matthew 28:16-20
   A man saw a sign in the window of a restaurant say: "Unique Breakfast" He walked in and sat down.
   The waitress brought him coffee and asked what he wanted. 
   "What's your Unique Breakfast?" he asked inquisitively. 

   "Baked tongue of chicken!" she proudly replied.

   "Baked tongue of chicken? Do you have any idea how disgusting that is? I would never even consider eating anything that came out of a chicken's mouth!" he fumed.

   Undisturbed, the waitress asked: "What would you like then?" 

   "Just bring me some scrambled eggs," the man replied.
Living a Full Life
1. We live in confusing times and for many people there is, but a little hope left in this world. The modern society decided to replace God with some ideological “mishmash” of the individual’s whims to the point that even many Christians today are confused as to what this life is all about. In the midst of all this confusion however, there is God. God who loves us so much that He gave us “Someone” to comfort, to strengthen, and to love us in the ways that we sometimes cannot imagine. This “Someone” is the Holy Spirit. The Book of Acts speaks of Stephen chosen to be one of the seven deacons whose duties were to serve the tables. It tells us that he was: “filled with the Holy Spirit.” This means that Jesus Christ lived in Stephen’s heart and Jesus Christ was the one who guided him. Jesus Himself said: “You know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you” (John 14:17). Being filled with the Holy Spirit meant that Stephen was controlled by the Spirit of God and that he served God with his whole heart and mind.

2. He was “full of faith,” according to what Luke says, and this indicates clearly that it is possible for some to have only a partial faith as we often see in today’s Church to be true. Logically, all people possess some sort of faith as life without faith does not exist. It might not be faith based on Jesus Christ but nevertheless, this is faith. The question is: “to what degree do they conform to their faith?” As strange as it sounds, even the atheists are controlled by faith as they “believe” there is no God, there is nothing, but on a tangible, logical and scientific level they cannot neither prove nor disprove God, therefore, their ideology is based solely on “faith.” 
3. We on the other hand, believe in God and in Jesus Christ to be not only His Son but also our God and Savior. Despite the statements by some who do not want to accept the Divinity of Jesus, our faith is directly connected to what we believe, our faith tells us that Jesus Christ is our God and our Savior. Whoever does not accept this and does not believe that Jesus is fully God is not a Christian, regardless of what they say and believe of themselves to be. We cannot have a partial faith in the Divinity of Christ, it is as simple as that. It is the society that tries to convince us that we are fluid in everything. No, we are not, Just as there are only two sexes: male and female in any biological form. Any other form of teaching is not based on scientific knowledge but on twisted, “wishful thinking.” 

4. Stephen, was full of faith, Luke says, he relied on God in every circumstance. He trusted God explicitly, even to the point of death. Stoned by his enemies, he died with the words of forgiveness for his oppressors on his lips, and the vision of Christ before his eyes. To live a “full life” we must explicitly trust God totally, not partially only and we must  commit ourselves to Him, listen to His voice in every situation, not only in the selective ones. It also means to get things done for God. When Jesus told His Disciples to: “Go and make disciples of all nations,” He did not mean to do this only on Sunday morning during the “worship service,” but in the whole life. As His followers we too are charged by Christ to fully participate in His command. Just like Stephen did. Furthermore, as Luke writes, Stephen was not only “filled with the Holy Spirit” and “full of faith” but was also “full of grace” and it was that “grace” that allowed him to be in such a close relationship with God. It was grace, this most precious of God’s gifts that changed Stephen’s heart. This “free, unmerited, saving love of God” as we tend to define grace, through God’s power allowed Stephen to forgive those who were killing him. It was the same grace that allowed Jesus to forgive all those who sentenced and executed Him, as well as all those, who accused Him. It was this grace that changed the heart of the leader of Stephen’s killers, Saul, and transformed him into the new person we know as the Apostle Paul.

5. “Full of grace” means to forgive but to forgive is not that easy. “Au contraire,”  it is hard and almost impossible to do, but God’s grace has a capacity to change people’s hearts, to transform them, thus allowing people to see everything from very different perspective they were used to. As humans, and the modern society, we have the tendencies to rationalize our decisions and to control all of our affairs with a rational reasoning, but reason does not always show us the truth. Reason does not allow us to account for spiritual, because reason does not accept spiritual and yet, as a species we are a spiritual creatures. Grace allows us to look beyond the rational. Grace allows us to see what is normally hidden. Those who were stoning Stephen were unable to see the Heavens, but Stephen not only saw the Heavens opened, but he also saw Jesus there, at the same time as death embraced him. 
6. There is that old axiom we often refer to as a cliché: “To err is human, to forgive divine,” but this is not a cliché, this is powerful truth. It is not easy to absolve someone from the crimes committed, yet this is exactly what God has done with us. He forgave all of our sins against Him. Let me be politically incorrect here and blunt, He forgave us our crimes against Him, yes, I say crimes, because our sins are exactly this, crimes against God. We speak of crimes against humanity as the ones we cannot forget, and we should not, but we are to forgive when the repenting heart comes to us and asks for forgiveness. We are not to forget our sins; on the contrary, we are to remember not to repeat them and must also remember that when we approached God and asked Him to accept us, we asked Him for forgiveness. Only because of His Divine Grace in spite of our sins, He accepted and absolved us as we are.
7. When we truly allow God to be in control of our lives through the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we allow Him to strengthen our faith and to believe in the transforming grace of God’s love. His presence in our heart, His Divine grace that freed us from the bondage of sin, strengthens us and fills us with His power which in turn reveals itself in wisdom that is beyond any “wisdom of men.” Through such wisdom the disciples and the followers of Christ could reach out to the world and all the nations, teaching them about Jesus Christ. We too can communicate our faith to the people of our times, and we too are able to fully experience the power of God flowing from us. Stephen’s power was in his words and in his suffering. His power was in the ability to endure the persecution, the trial, and the execution. His power allowed him to die without fear. Such power is achievable for us today as well, but we cannot compromise on what God’s teachings, values, and commands are. We either belong to Him or we belong to the world. We cannot remain neutral, “wishy-washy” sort of Christians sitting on the fence. Stephen was able to lay his life on God’s altar, he would not compromise, and his example is our lesson of life. 
8. Many Christians today, especially in our western civilization, do not want to “stir the pot” and prefer to accept the “status quo.” We do not like to be ridiculed or called names, we do not want to be singled out as non-conforming, intolerant, phobic, or whatever else we are often called. If the Church today lost her credibility it is exactly because of the “go with the flow” attitude. Stephen would not compromise, even in the face of death. Despite his short life, Stephen was able to live his life to the fullest because he allowed the Holy Spirit to take control of him. As Christ’s followers we must do the same. We cannot hide behind the rationale of the society’s thinking and the whims of the “progressive, woke culture” We must allow the Holy Spirit to take charge of our lives and we must witness to God’s Grace, Love, Power, and Wisdom. After all He, not the society and the society’s agendas, changed our lives forever.
