I will sing of Your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Your faithfulness to all generations. I declare that Your steadfast love is established forever; Your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. You said: “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to my servant David: ‘I will establish your descendants forever and build your throne for all generations.’ ” Happy are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O Lord, in the light of Your countenance; they exult in Your name all day long and extol Your righteousness. For You are the glory of their strength; by Your favor our horn is exalted. For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel.

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room, and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

Matthew 6:5-7
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 

Matthew 7:7-8

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the One who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple, truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”                                      Matthew 10:40-42
A new pastor moved into town and went out one Saturday to visit his parishioners. All went well until he came to one house. It was obvious that someone was home, but no one came to the door even after he had knocked several times. Finally, he took out his card, wrote on the back "Revelation 3:20 " and stuck it in the door. The next day, his card was in the collection plate. Below his message was notation "Genesis 3:10." Revelation 3:20 reads:  "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear my voice, and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with me." Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked."  
Seek, Ask and Knock
1. The little joke indicates something very important. The doors may not always be open at first, but sooner or later the response will come in some form. The important part of the message Jesus conveys to His disciples and consequently to us, is that we need to reach out, to seek contact with others. The now classic “Star Trek” opens with these words: “To explore strange new worlds, to seek out new life and new civilizations, to boldly go where no man has gone before.” Although the producers of the series claimed to be religion neutral, these words are strongly influenced by the message given us by Jesus: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Just as the “Star Trek” explorers were to reach out to the unknown worlds teaching them about human civilization, so are we to go boldly to the world teaching it about Jesus Christ. To do so we seek, and we knock on the doors of others.
2. As we study Jesus and His ministry we clearly see that whenever people came to Jesus and asked for help He was always ready to respond. It’s true, His responses may not have always been what the people expected, but He always responded. It is not by chance that I titled my message with these three words: “Seek - Ask - Knock.” In life we face many situations when we must ask, and yet many a time we hesitate to do so. I know this firsthand because I too am sometimes one of these people. Yet, Jesus words not only remind us of our mission as Christians, but also remind us that we too must learn to ask, to seek, and to knock in our relationship with God. Our means of asking are found in a prayer as the Dictionary of the English language defines prayer as “a humble communication in thought or speech with God.” 
3. According to Luke’s account, the disciples came to Jesus and asked Him to teach them to pray. In response Jesus offered them the most wonderful of all the prayers, the Lord's Prayer. They asked and received, but what is so important in this story is that they were encouraged to knock on the “doors of heaven.” Teaching them to pray Jesus also tells them to: “go into the room where nobody would see them and not be a hypocrite as those who publicly pray aloud, so others might hear them,” since prayer is indeed an intimate communication with God. Our prayer must be a humble message coming from our heart to God. In Jesus' days it was quite a common tradition to "show off" one's piety, often expressed through the public prayers, but Jesus warns that such public sort of "piety" is useless. Our prayer is to be directed to God and not so the others may applaud us. Every time I hear any official ending public speech with the words "God Bless you" or "God Bless America," I hear them as a political slogan and I wonder, how much of this statement is just a mechanical response, like our traditional English “How are you?” In reality only a few really genuinely care  how the other person feels. How many of these individuals who invoke God do even have a vague idea of who God is? After all modern society replaced God with the “humanistic” ideology where there is no place for God in public life. Why would anyone bother to invoke the name of God then in any circumstances?
4.  It is not much different when our politicians swear on the Bible before God just before they take the office, and yet in reality they totally disregard God and His influence in their lives. “Don't be like these hypocrites,” Jesus warns people, the disciples including. So, when we pray together the “Lord’s Prayer,” we must pay attention to what we say otherwise this is just another memorized, mechanical recitation. I believe I shared with you a story of Richard Burton asked by his old pastor to recite the Psalm 23, which he had taught Burton in his Sunday school. A strange look came over the actor’s face. He paused for a moment, and then said: “I will, on one condition, that after I have recited it, you, my pastor and teacher will do the same.” “I,” said the old, retired pastor: “am not an actor, but, if you wish it, I shall do so.” Impressively the actor began the Psalm. His voice and intonation were perfect. He held his audience spellbound, and, as he finished, a great burst of applause broke from the audience. As it died away, the old pastor rose from his wheelchair and began to recite the same Psalm. His voice was feeble and shivering and his tone was not faultless. But, when he finished, there was not a dry eye in the room. The actor rose and his voice quivered as he said: ‘”Ladies and gentlemen, I reached your eyes and ears, but my old pastor has reached your hearts. The difference is just this: I know the Psalm, but he knows the Shepherd.”
And so is with the prayer. Prayer is an important part of Christian life. It was important to Jesus; it was important to the disciples, and it is still important to us. The disciples acknowledged the importance and the need for prayer so Jesus gave them the pattern that would guide us forever in our “communication” with God. This patter serves us not only as a pattern of our conversation with God, but also with others. 
5. We must seek God’s intentions for us. Does He want us to be idle in life? Does He want us to be persuaded to remain undecided? Does He want us to care for ourselves only? I say: “No!” He wants us to be His representatives, and the representative is not to hide from people. The representative proclaims the one who send him. As Christians we must seek the opportunity to utilize our message and to represent Christ before all people. In our day and age we hear so much about equality, inclusion, but where does it say that we are not to be treated equally for what we believe? Why it is us, Christians only who must conform to every philosophy, every ideology, every whim of the society, no matter how perverted, stupid, or derogatory this view might be, while all the others do not have to conform to what we believe and to what our worldview is?  
6. I still lived in Canada when the tragedy of 9/11 occurred. Following the terrorists’ attack the memorial services were held across the US as well as Canada to remember all of the victims murdered in that attack. Already then I realized that as Christians we are not treated equally anymore neither in the United States nor in Canada. A number of clergy in both of our countries were not allowed to invoke the name of Jesus as they offered their prayers for the victims. I saw this not only as wrong, but also a clear case of an open discriminations against Christianity. Reading a column by one of the journalist’s I wholeheartedly agreed with him when he said that that the government officials did not surprise him, but the men and women of God, who at the time conceded to the bureaucrats' request, did. He said that these clergy should have stay their ground. Why would Christian clerics agree to participate in a memorial service on condition that they make no reference to the New Testament or to Jesus?  We must not forget that Jesus told us to “seek,” seek those who need to know, seek those who are weary, seek those who are lost. We are His representatives, we are not to be as our politicians who promise to represent us in Congress or Senate, but then do what they want to, not the people they represent. Today, as the society and as the country, we are in ever worse shape than in 2001.
7. When we come to the Lord and ask, we must be specific what we are asking for. Our prayer is but an intimate, personal conversation with Him and we cannot, as the saying goes: “beat around the bush” We need to be personal with God, not generic. It is very easy to pray a generic prayer, but in the end of such a prayer do we know what we were really asking for? When we ask, for example as we pray in the “Lord’s Prayer” – “give us this day our daily bread” – do we know what we are asking for? Is it a literal bread we ask for, or is it the means of being able to provide food and shelter for us and our loved ones that we ask? Remember the old joke of about an old lady who prayed that God would move the hill from between her house and the village. In the morning she run to the window, looked outside, and seeing the hill still standing, she concluded: “I knew this would not work.”  In the end we need spiritual nourishment as much as a physical one. Only Jesus Christ can offer us spiritual strength, spiritual maturity. Not our philosophies, our quasi-religious cultic activities, or a naïve spirituality. Only Jesus Christ is able to offer us true and solid spiritual nourishment, but we must ask Him first for it, and ask Him clearly.
8. We also must be persistent. We all know the old saying: “If at first you do not succeed, try, try again.” This is a biblical concept. God hears our prayers, but we must truly understand what we are asking for. We must be thorough and certain of what and why we ask for. Sometimes it takes a long time, sometimes it does not. Apostle Paul prayed many times to have his affliction taken away from him only to hear from God that God’s grace is sufficient for him. Sometimes we need the affliction to know and to be who we are and to remain who we truly are. The persistence in prayer will sooner or later reveal this to us. While in training for the “Insurance Salesman license” I was taught over and over again: “Do not give up, you may not get response today, so  try tomorrow. If somebody tells you they do not want the insurance call them a few months later and try again.” “Knock” whether to the doors of a human heart or to the doors of God, means we know why and where we knock and for what reason. Sooner or later the response will come. I like the old mother day’s song that says: “Tell mother I’ll be there in answer to her prayer, this message blessed Savior to her bear. Tell mother I’ll be there heaven’s joys with her to share, yes tell my darling mother I’ll be there.” We must be persistent in our communication with God and so in our service in His name.
