The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and His compassion is over all that He has made. All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, and all Your faithful shall bless You. They shall speak of the glory of Your Kingdom and tell of Your power, to make known to all people Your mighty deeds and the glorious splendor of Your Kingdom. Your Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and Your Dominion endures throughout all generations. The Lord is faithful in all His words and gracious in all His deeds. The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.                                                                          Psalm 145:8-14
It is written: “There is no one who is righteous, not even one; there is no one who has understanding; there is no one who seeks God. I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability.  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with my mind I am enslaved to the law of God, but with my flesh I am enslaved to the law of sin.                                                               Romans 3:10-11; 7:15-25

   A guy drove his car into a ditch in a desolated area. Luckily, a local farmer came to help with his big strong horse named Buddy. He hitched Buddy up to the car and yelled: "Pull, Nellie, pull!"
   Buddy didn't move.

   Then the farmer hollered: "Pull, Buster, pull!"

   Buddy didn't respond.

   Once more the farmer commanded: "Pull, Coco, pull!" Again, nothing.
   Then the farmer nonchalantly said: "Pull, Buddy, pull!" And the horse easily dragged the car out of the ditch. The motorist was most appreciative and very curious. He asked the farmer why he called his horse by the wrong name three times.
   The farmer said: "Oh, Buddy is blind and if he thought he was the only one pulling, he wouldn't even 
try."
Guilty as Charged
1. “There is no one who is righteous, not even one.” I see Paul’s words here to proverbially “stir the pot.” In Polish we use the illustration of: “putting a stick into the anthill” to describe a similar action. I like the Polish version, because it very plainly suggests that there will be an immediate response from the ant’s colony to try and rebuild what has been distracted. Paul’s words might raise more than the eyebrows of the modern society because what he says is the unquestionable truth. People, however, do not like to be confronted with the truth. Instead, people prefer to use what they call a “more sophisticated nomenclature,” language that is vague and quite dishonest. The journalists speak of the “alleged” crime, even when the criminal is caught “red-handed.” Politician avoid saying that someone has “lied,” instead they will say: “did not said the truth,” or will defend their lies as “simple politics,” or “semantics.” Yet, Paul does not mince words: “There is no one who is righteous.” In other words: “No one is without sin.” Later on, in the same letter he also admits that even he, the Apostle of Jesus Christ, is not righteous, because even he is not only tempted, but often succumbs to the evil desires: “For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.” 
2. Our world and our society cannot accept the truth. The society would rather believe and accept that 
everything is O.K. with where we are as a humanity but, when we turn on the news or venture into the real life settings, we see the entirely different picture. Following any major tragic event that happens, we see and hear the barrage of "specialists" (in truth they are but the so-called: “spin doctors”) who will point out to such reasons as poverty, racism, intolerance, lax gun laws - when any shooting occurs, inadequate medical help, inequality, etc., that led to that tragedy. They will try to cover up the truth using many excuses and arguments, stressing that as a whole, the society in general is doing just fine. They may even be able to convince many people with their arguments, but the truth is that they will never be able to convince God. He knows the truth and He knows what is the core of the problem. Many of those who still use common sense (there are still a few of us left), see this clearly too.
3. One fact in the state of the affairs of humanity remains constant, and this constant was with the mankind from the time of creation. We all, with no exceptions stand guilty before God, because we all have sinned. We seek excuses for our actions and try to argue that all we need is just to learn to cope with the pressures of life, and if we learn to do so, we will be fine. The futurists speak of the harmony that will exist among people once we reach a certain level of social equality, in both the physical and the intellectual sense. But the truth is that while these arguments may convince some, and they often do, before God these arguments are nothing else but the idle arguing. Paul anticipated many of these lines of reasoning a long time ago, and he exposed them already then as faulty, and insufficient.
4. He says that although the religious teachings and the exposure to the Word of God does make a difference because the Scriptures teach us who God is and how He reached out to the world as well because the Scriptures convey the message of His tremendous love for us, but we still need not only to know all these, but we must develop a true relationship with God, and this relationship is possible only if we allow His Holy Spirit to lead us. The Scriptures also tell us that on our own we are unable to be good, and no matter how hard we try on our own, we will never be perfect. The same Word of God tells us that our lives have meaning and purpose only if we seek such meaning and purpose in God through Jesus Christ.
5. If today we witness the destruction of all the fabrics of life of the society it is exactly because the society decided to get away with God and to follow human’s “lead.” We should not be surprised if we see the degeneration on every level and in all stage of our society, including the Church, because the modern society embraces the perversion, the moral and ethical decay and disintegration as a norm, and does it in the name of equality, inclusivity, and diversity. How can a proverbial “blind” be led and guided by another “blind?” The humanists' arguments that we do not need God because we are sophisticated and enlightened enough on our own, are nothing else but as the English would say "balderdash."  Personally I prefer to use an American expression: “baloney.” 
6. One of the arguments used in the fight against the Church focuses on the abuses by some of the church leaders in the past, as well as in the present. We all heard the stories of the physical and the sexual abuse of children in the Church. We all heard the stories of disgraced clergy caught red-handed, and I do not deny that this is true, but my response to all these arguments is this: “Was it God who implemented these abuses or were they implemented because of the arrogance, selfishness, and the sinful desires of the abusers which modern society not only tolerates but even encourages?” Don’t we have a saying that “one rotten apple spoil the whole basket?” However, when one apple in the basket rots do we get rid of the whole basket or just the rotten apple or even a few rotting apples? Does the sinfulness of some sums up to throwing away the “baby with” the proverbial “bath water?” Isn't such a reaction ridiculously extreme and stupid? And yet, that is what the society does in the name of progress and enlightenment.
7. Paul remark that every one person is sinful, and everyone is guilty reminds me of Jesus’ words: “Whoever is without sin, let them cast the first stone.” When we will stand before God, we will not be able to argue, no defense lawyer will be able to get us “off the hook.” We will not be able to offer anything in our own defense. We all will be held accountable to God. When God has given us His Word, He did it so we may know and understand what He requires of us. Every legal system says that “the ignorance of the law does not protect from prosecution.” It is even more true when people knowingly and willingly break the law.  No matter which way we look at the situation, Paul says, before God we are all "guilty as charged."
8. Having said this, and having made the warning clear, Paul concludes that what we need is the Savior. Our only way of coming out of this mess is to have someone who will save us from the state of hopelessness. The world around us, the governments, the legislators, the judges, the School Boards, teachers, Church leaders, the list is endless, everyone needs a Savior. And we have such a Savior; One that offered ultimate sacrifice for our sins, for our transgressions. The only way to solve our problems, in personal as well as public life, is through the “One.” This “One” is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Accepting Him as the Lord and Savior is the only way we will survive as the society and as the individuals. We know this, but we need to convey this message to all people by standing our ground, no matter what the society may say, no matter the ridicule by the woke, progressive so-called “enlightened” world. We have to convey God’s message to the people, to the governments, to the elected officials, to the media, and do it anyway we can. 
9. When I look around, when I read the news, watch TV, or even talk to people, I see the reality of the mankind that has turned away from God. In the end, confronted with the choice to either to follow God or to follow our desires, we have a freedom to decide, either to follow Him, or to “get rid” of Him, but we also will face the consequences of those decisions. God came to us as Emmanuel – “God with us.” He offered Himself to help us to rebuild our shattered lives. He has been with us from the beginning, and He will be with us to everlasting. All we have to do is to come to Him and say: "Here I am Lord, take my heart, come and take possession of my life." This is all that is required of us. This world still has a chance, but this chance is only in following Jesus Christ, not human whims, desires, or ideologies that place us, humans as superior even to God.
