O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God and a great King above all gods. In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also. The sea is His, for He made it, and the dry land, which His hands have formed. O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For He is our God.

Psalm 95:1-7a

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know Him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power for us who believe, according to the working of His great power. God put this power to work in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And He has put all things under His feet and has made Him the head over all things for the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.                                                                                                                               Ephesians 1:15-23
   A boy came late to Sunday School late. Knowing he was usually very prompt, his teacher asked: “Johnny, is there anything wrong?”
   “No, not really,” he said,” I was going to go fishing, but dad told me to go to church.”

   The teacher was very impressed and asked Johnny if his father had explained to him why it was more important to go to church than to go fishing.

   “Yes ma’am, he did,” Johnny said. “My daddy said he didn’t have enough bait for both of us.”
The Power of God
1. This passage is a part of Paul’s prayer where he hopes that as Christians, we may know God's power. What however is exactly God’s power? We may try to describe God’s power with a definition, but somehow, any definition will always fall short. I believe that we can see God’s power in the surrounding world, if we only let our eyes to see the greatness and the vastness of God’s Creation, and if we allow our minds to see God’s power as described in His Word. Paul also indicates that the power of God is visible in the resurrection of Jesus, which is fundamental for Christianity’s teaching. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, as Paul writes, then He was a fake, and we are fakes too, and may as well believe something or anything else. As I said last week, without the reality of Christ’s resurrection, all of our messages, all that we believe, our entire faith and belief system is in vain and makes no sense. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, then we believe a myth, and may as well believe in Odin, Zeus, Jove, Buddha, or any other god from the pantheon of the world’s religions. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, than our very presence here makes no sense and we have no hope and no future. But, because we know that Jesus rose from the dead through God’s infinite power, we also know that we too were brought back to life from the state of death in sin, and our faith is not only powerful, but also unique.
2. It is true that today we are bombarded with the views that there are many ways to God and even some churches believe this to be true, because many people worship different gods, therefore we should not make claims that there is only One Way to God. In result, when we do so, we are accused of arrogance by those who believe to be the “progressive and enlightened” Church. Consequently, these churches, in their own arrogance, portray us as uncaring and disrespectful of others. The same churches however, in fear of retaliation. do not object to the Islam’s “testimony of faith – Shahada” which says: “There is no true god but Allah, and Muhammad is His Prophet.” Today, in our secular world, for the majority of the Western society, conformism and pluralism are the natural elements of what is called civilization, but for a Christian these elements are unacceptable. We know that there is only one Way to God and it is only through Jesus Christ. We may say this because of our personal experience of His power which influence us from the moment we reached out to Him, and He set us apart from the world of sin and misery. 
3. In Jesus Christ, we see the power of God not only originating from Jesus, but also controlling and guiding Him from the moment of conception to the day of His ascension. He still radiates this power today, as He is the Living God. God’s power was present with Mary in her supernatural conception and it was present in Jesus, the place and time when He was born as well as in all the surrounding events of His life and ministry. The power of God was upon Jesus when He healed the lame, cleansed the lepers, opened the eyes of the blind and cast out the demons from the possessed. The power of God was also demonstrated in His crucifixion and death. From the cross He prayed: ““Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” It was the power of God that on the third day, on Easter Sunday, the Jesus rose from the dead, so ever since we may say: “He is Risen!” 
4. We find this power only because of the Grace of God and this sets us as Christians apart from all other religions of the world and all the beliefs of the people all over the world hold to. This is why we may say that Christianity is the only true way to God. As I already said many times before, the Islam is nothing else but retelling the biblical story from the Arabic perspective; Buddhism and all other oriental based religions at the beginning were just philosophes searching for the perfection in life, and were elevated to the position of a religion only by the followers of this philosophy. Worship of different objects, individuals or animals considered sacred, were and still are the domain of all sorts of the shamanistic religions, where people try to understand something that is hidden or mystical. None of them however offers forgiveness, hope of the assurance offered by Jesus Christ, and achieved not by our own actions but only by the power of God.
5. The power of God is demonstrated in Jesus’ position of authority, whereas as Paul writes: “God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” It was God that has given Jesus this position of power and authority that is far above of any other rule, authority, power and dominion. In other words, nothing is above Christ. It is like the Rev. James Allan Francis wrote in 1926: “All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affect the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as this ‘One Solitary Life.’”
6. As Jesus is the Lord over all the creation, so He is also the Lord over the Church. It is Jesus, not us, who is in charge. Many Church leaders often tried and still today try to take charge of the Church and the results of this are tragic. Far too often people forget that the Church is not a man-made institution, but is of God’s creation, where Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, is at the helm. It is Jesus, not the Pope, not the king of England, not the patriarch of the Eastern orthodoxy, or any other Church leader who is the head of any denomination. If the Church wants to achieve her goals and to play an important role in shaping the lives of people, of the communities, or of the country, the Church must rely on the power of God, and not on the power of man, no matter how sound any of the human considerations might seem to be. The Church of Jesus Christ must be the living demonstration of the power of God, but unfortunately not every church was or is the true and the faithful Church today. 
7. Paul prayed that we might know “what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.” The power of God present in Jesus makes a difference in our lives, and strengthened by the power of God, we know that what we believe is not a myth, but the truth and the “Only Way to God.” Because of God’s power, we know that Jesus is alive and is our “Risen Savior.” We worship Him as our Living Savior, because we personally know Him, and have true relationship with Him. Because of the power of God, when the difficulties surround us, we trust Jesus to handle those situations, confident that He will help us, because He is in control of everything and of all. 
8. It is so tragic that today many churches and many people fail to tap to the power of God and fail to get connected to Him. It is even more tragic when this connection is available and right there, but people still fail to tap to it. Today’s world with so many people refuse to surrender to Christ and to tap to the source of the power of God. In human arrogance people refuse to get in touch with God. In the end one question must be asked loud and clear: “What will happen to all those who refuse to surrender to Christ?” The Scriptures are clear about this and as Paul indicates, the time is running out. Let then Paul’s prayer become also our prayer, so with our help more people may surrender to Christ and to enjoy the power of God in their lives.
