Now, the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the Temple of the Lord, where the Ark of God was. Then the Lord called: “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said: “Here I am!”  and ran to Eli and said: “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said: “I did not call; lie down again.” So, he went and lay down. The Lord called again: “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli and said: “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said: “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli and said: “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore, Eli said to Samuel: “Go, lie down, and if He calls you, you shall say: ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.’” So, Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before: “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said: “Speak, for Your servant is listening.”                                                   1 Samuel 3:1-10
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him: “Follow me.” Now, Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him: “We have found Him about whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus, son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him: “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, He said of him: “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him: “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered: “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered: “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And He said to him: “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
John 1:43-51
   A baker was asked to print 1 John 4:18 on a wedding cake. He did not know the Scriptures very well and instead, he printed John 4:18. 

   Well, it is important to know the Scriptures because 1st John 4:18 reads: “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”

   John 4:18 on the other hand reads: “For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband.”
Why Follow Jesus?
1. This Gospel’s text shows once more how incredible was impact Jesus has had on the people who came in contact with Him. What is however, even more incredible here, is the fact that this story seems to have no end. Even today, almost two thousand years since this interaction happened, Jesus impacts people, and changes their lives, just as He did then. Philip and Nathaniel were not the only people Jesus called and asked to follow Him. The New Testament tells us about many others. There was Matthew who left his tax-collector’s booth, followed Jesus and becoming His disciples has also become the author of the Gospel by his name. There was another tax-collector, Zacchaeus, who may not literally follow Jesus just as the “Twelve” and some women did, but who was dramatically transformed through his encounter with the Messiah.
2. In the Book of Acts Apostle Luke tells about another man, Saul of Tarsus, the one who persecuted Jesus’ followers, “the followers of the Way,” who, after his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus undergo an incredible metamorphosis, and eventually becoming known as the Apostle Paul, one who was able to follow Jesus to the end, even to his untimely death in Rome in the hands of the Emperor Nero. Apostle John also writes about another man, a teacher and a scholar, named Nicodemus, a member of a Jewish governing body known as the Sanhedrin, who also followed Jesus. He may have done it at first in secrecy and the darkness of the night, but eventually he openly asked Pilate for the body of crucified Jesus to offer him a proper burial. Not only the Scriptures, but the Church history as well, shows us a countless number of people responding to Jesus’ call, and following Him. We all, gathered here today, are included in that number.  
3. In the time of His earthly ministry, people would approach Jesus for many different reasons. Some would ask Him for a miracle of healing, whether from sickness or demon possession, others would approach Him to discuss an issue, to clarify something important to them, and still others would try to provoke Him or seek myriad reasons, to criticize Him, His ministry, and His life style. Yet, despite all of their attitudes, Jesus was always ready to interact with them, listen to what they had to say, and offer His response, even if not always in the way they would expect this response to be. Here, in our text, we encounter Jesus greeting Nathaniel with a sort of a strange statement: “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” This may sound as a sort of compliment, but was it? I believe there is something else Jesus’ words indicate. I do not believe it was indeed a compliment but rather a comment on Nathaniel’s state of mind, reasonings and general perception of the other people. 
4. When Philip told Nathaniel about Jesus being from Nazareth, Nathaniel responded with a question: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” His words clearly indicate Nathaniel to be a prejudicial man, one who judged people very superficially, the classical example of “judging the book by the cover” mentality. Prejudice is as old as the history of humanity, and is very much alive and present in today’s world and modern society. As a matter of fact, it is prejudice that stands at the core of so much evil in this world. In general terms people may live lives characterized by integrity, honesty, and good character, but they also often may represent deceit, trickery, and dishonesty. It is prejudice that for the existence of racism, for the ideology of entitlement, for the religious intolerance, for the political disagreements, for the social status demands, and the list goes on and on. Nathaniel’s prejudicial mind was set, and what he said to Philip, was what he believed, but things in life do not always look like they seem. Remember the old saying: “it swims like a duck, it quacks like a duck, so it must be a duck?” I see in Jesus’ words a statement where he confronts Nathaniel, telling him: “before you form an opinion, learn, differentiate, and then form an opinion.” 
5. One of the fundamental truths Jesus wanted people to know and to learn, was that although the “Past” is important and influences our “Present” and our “Future,” it is not necessarily relevant in our “Present” or our “Future.” He wanted people to realize and to understand that anyone can be changed, may be transformed, and able to begin a new life. The people of Israel believed in the importance of the “Tora,” but they were not ready to read beyond the letter of the “Law,” and Jesus constantly reminded them that the “spirit” of the “Law” is more important that the “letter” of it. If we can learn from our mistakes, our future remains wide open, and when Jesus tells people: “Come, follow me,” He wants them to learn from Him of how to, and what to, change their lives. So many people however are blindly focusing on their “Past” and cannot accept the “Present,” to the point they may not be able to have any vision for the “Future” either.
6. When Jesus spoke with Nicodemus, He basically told him: “You must begin a new life, you must leave the Past, not forget it, but to leave it behind, and to begin a new life, life that will be energized by the Spirit rather than the letter. Life that will allow you to grow richer in wisdom, richer in love, richer in compassion, and in result will lead you closer to God, God that is alive and lives among all of you, not God of the books, not God of the philosophical debates, not God of the rigid, stiff and inapplicable Law.” Anyone, with even only an ounce of common sense knows it is impossible to live in the “Past” forever. If I learned any lessons from my emigration, this is the one. The USA is my new country, my new reality, my new “Present,” and I must live here and now and not there, not in the past, no matter how strongly I am attached to my roots. Where my future will lead me I may not know, but what I know is that once upon a time Jesus called me, and I decided to follow Him and He has plans for me and my life. 
7. When we come to Jesus Christ, when we begin a new life, we discover who we are, we learn about ourselves, about our values, and our abilities. We discover the gifts He has given us, the gifts we have never fully explored before. This is possible only because Jesus Christ offered us direction, and showed us what was hidden deep within our hearts and our souls, including our connection to God who created us in His image.  Today, many people try to find answers to their problems in the alcohol, the drugs, the unbound freedom of choice of whatever, but they always come up “shorthanded” in their search, facing and finding only emptiness, darkness, and loneliness. Lately, we hear so much about the “epidemic of loneliness,” which has become so predominant in our society today, and being a leading cause of so many suicide attempts and loses of life. Unfortunately, there is a viable option, and form of healing for this, but it is ignored by the modern “sophisticated, intellectually mature” society, because it involves Jesus Christ. 
8. Jesus is the great physician, the only one who is truly capable to transform human heart, any heart, but today, He is viewed as irrelevant, because for our society Jesus is seen as a part of religion, and religion is just a “myth,” something we need not to be concerned with. But Jesus is not a “religion,” He is the “Reality,” the reality of life. If this world is ever to be healed, people must listen to Him telling them: “Follow me.” He is the only answer to all of the problems we as individuals and as the society face. He is the only One able to transform the heart of anyone who comes to Him, and if people come to Him, He will. He forgives our “past” when we admit to Him our faults, sins, and He restores the broken hearts. Just as David wrote in His Psalm 51, upon confrontation by the prophet Nathan: “A broken and contrite heart You, God, will not despise.” Jesus loves us, we are His children, and all the people who encountered Jesus in their lives, who truly wanted to begin a new life, were always transformed by Him. This was true in Jesus’ times, and this is true today.
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