How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the Lord ordained His blessing, life forevermore.                                                                                                       Psalm 133
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life, this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us, what we have seen and heard we also declare to you so that you also may have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.                                                    1 John 1:1 - 2:2
     A husband and wife were at a party chatting with some friends when the subject of marriage counseling came up. 
     “Oh, well never need that. My wife and I have a great relationship,” the husband explained. “She was a communications major in college and I majored in theatre arts.” 
   Then he continued: “She communicates well, and I act like I’m listening.”
Sin Is Always a Choice
 1. Many a time before I made a comment that sin is not a very popular word to be used these days, but whether we like it or not, we all are sinners, and we cannot escape that truth. Talking about sin was actually never really popular or often did not even seem appropriate, but at least, not even long ago, people did not ignore it as much as our modern society does. When the Church was able to influence people, they were at least to some degree honest enough to admit being sinners. Today, we, and I say we, because even the Church does it, the society simply tries to cover up sin by using the terminology that is more palatable to our taste. We speak of “orientation,” of “diversity,” of “inclusivity,” and even of “equity.” We use this words, so, we may feel good about ourselves, and about what we do. Such is the reality of the 21st century society. The so called: “modern man,” oops, in the “politically correct” terms I should say the “modern person,” does not talk about sin, because sin implies the existence of God, and people today believe to be too enlightened, too modern, to sophisticated, to believe in God. Besides, who has the right to tell others what is right and what is wrong, especially considering that everything today is so relative? Isn’t this what the modern society declares?
2. Today, there are no more absolutes in life, not in the philosophy, not in the religion, and definitely not in the “political aspect” of correctness, in the linguistic terms or in the moral and ethical behavior. Without absolutes however, there are no points of reference. The morality and ethics became so watered-down concepts that almost anything goes and almost everything seems to be permissible. Modern society even questions science, history, biology and most certainly faith and commitment. The latest in these scheme is the agenda whereas there are as many genders as people desire, disclaiming the role of chromosomes defining one’s gender. Not so long ago anyone who believed to be “Napoleon” would end up in the “state hospital,” but today a man claiming to be a woman or a woman claiming to be a man is considered “normal.” Modern social trends perverted the justice system to the point that the crime victims are being blamed for being “in a wrong place at the wrong time.” We keep embracing the politicians even though they became blatantly corrupt even at the highest levels, meticulously defended by the media. Even the Church leadership tries to convince people that what the Scriptures say must be understood as the “outdated” concept of the past, and sin does not really means of being a sinner.
3. Educators, psychologists, ethicists, even clergy today are searching for answers to the disturbing questions of who or what is responsible for the lack of respect for the human life, for the personal and the public property, for the violence and indifference so prevalent in our society. The answers to all these problems seem to be explored by all sorts of "specialists," but nobody is willing to admit that the real problem of all the problems our society face is the prevalence of sin. Everything else is explored, but no viable solution to any of the existing problems may be found. Why? Because our society does not want to admit and to be honest about the power of evil and sin. The reason is simple. Sin is not a "scientific" term, and our society does not accept anything that is not proven scientifically. Additionally, sin also offers pleasure, and even if it is only “temporary,” people want to “feel good,” to experience “pleasure,” even if only for a while. In the end however, no matter how we see it, ignorance is not a defense for human actions, and we pay the price of our actions as we witness deterioration of all the forms of peaceful and harmonious coexistence. 
3. Satan knows where our “Achilles' heel” is, and he knows how to entrap us. He uses half-truths and deception, and people very easily fall into his traps. Satan uses the society’s desires and encourage sin, to the point that sin has become a popular "past time." Sex, drugs and money, are glamorized on TV and on the theatre’s screens, in the popular literature and even in our daily conversations. The society bought the lie which Satan placed before us, and even when people realize that something is terribly wrong, we often deal with the symptoms, but not with the disease. Our society denies the importance of sin on human behavior, but denying the existence of sin may be compared to the “proverbial ostrich hiding head in the sand” when in danger. It doesn't work, we may avoid seeing it, but it still is there. John writes: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word has no place in our lives. 
4. There are many people who claim to be without sin, and they are tragically convinced that they are right and I am not surprised that so many Christians subscribe to the "holier that Thou" attitude. Can we truly change our nature on our own and do not sin? When I was a kid, I read a story of a scorpion and a fox. The scorpion wanted to cross the river but could not swim therefore asked the fox to carry him across. The fox replied: You'll bite me while I'll swim and I'll drown. How could I, - said the scorpion - then we'll both drown. You're right - concluded fox - come on. While they were in the middle of the river the scorpion could not help but to bite the fox. Why did you do it, - asked the fox - now we'll both die. I couldn't help - replied the snake - it's just my nature. Since the days of Eden, it has been our nature to sin, but we do not like to think about it and consequently we do anything to deny our sins. We have the whole array of excuses we use. We talk about the “right to choose.” We speak of an “affair” rather than adultery. We "stretch the truth." We speak of “sexual orientation.” We talk about “convictions” we grew up with rather than “prejudices.” Pride has become the “self-esteem,” and the list goes on and on. It is much easier to swallow all these “new phrases,” rather than to call them sins. 
5. “Modern man” found a new phrase for sin, it is: “the character's flaw." But no matter what we say, and what we may believe, in the end, denial is nothing else but a deception and a lie: “we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.” Can we truly reject sin as something that does not exist? Can we truly reject God? Yes, we can, after all we have the free will, but in doing so we must also face the consequences of sin. There is a price to pay for our decision, and we cannot blame anybody else, not the Church’s teaching, not God and His Word, but only ourselves, when suffering as a result of our sinfulness catches up with us. Sonner or later, people will find that the “wage of sin is death.” The world also needs to realize that suffering will not only await sometime in the future, but it often affects us here and now, today. 
6. The Scripture is incredibly clear as to how to solve the problem of sin. John says in 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” In short, the way of dealing with sin is to admit it! Someone once said that “confession is good for the soul.” Confession indeed is good when dealing with sin. When we come before the Lord and confess our sins, when we admit that we need help, He will do so. God does not need us to confess our sins because He needs to know them, He already does know our sins, but when we confess our sins to Him, we admit that we are responsible, and we are ready to face consequences. The reason why we do not like to do this is because as the species we are too proud to admit that we have done something wrong. It is this pride that keeps us away from God and from confessing our sins. Studying psychology to counsel people facing various problems in life, I learned in the “secular texts” the importance of confession. It is only called differently. It is called “sharing,” where sharing one’s problems with others helps to “release tensions.” I find this not only peculiar but almost comical, because as modern psychology tends to disregard the importance of God’s influence, it uses God’s teaching, in this case the importance of confession as not only valid but important.
7. What John writes in his letter is incredibly important because it indicates that when we subdue our pride and "face the music," God in His infinite love forgives us and purify us from the sins we have committed. Christ's sacrifice took care of the penalty for our sins, but we must acknowledge our guilt, we must honestly come before God and admit that yes, we are at fault. We cannot deny it. John also says that avoiding sin is the best line of defense, but at the same time, knowing how fragile and imperfect we are as humans we will sin. Therefore, he reminds us that Jesus Christ is the one who speaks for us to the Father, the Righteous Judge. That Jesus defends us because He paid the price for what we have done and of His death He gives us the way out from our sinfulness. Jesus does not deny our sins and He does not cover them up, He does not "fix" them, He allows us to face them, confess them and then He forgives us. When in confession we honestly regret what we have done this is what truly counts and why He forgives us. Remember John’s words: My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense, Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

