The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I would walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me, Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies, You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely,] goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord, forever.                                     Psalm 23
For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before Him whenever our hearts condemn us, for God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God, and we receive from Him whatever we ask, because we obey His commandments and do what pleases Him. And this is His commandment, that we should believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as He has commanded us. All who obey His commandments abide in Him, and He abides in them. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit that He has given us.                                                                        1 John 3:11; 16-24
Oh, I sure am happy to see you,” little Johnny said to his grandmother on his mother’s side. “Now maybe daddy will do the trick he has been promising us.”

The grandmother was curious. “What trick is that?” she asked.

“I heard him tell mommy that he would climb the walls if you came to visit,” the little boy answered.
All You Need Is Love
1. The title of my message comes from the song recorded and released in July of 1967 by “The Beatles.” It was probably the most popular of their singles: “All You Need Is Love.” The theme of “love” was very much in the front and center of the newly formed “hippie ideology” of the sixties and early seventies. I was a teenager then, and as many of my peers of that time, I too were fascinated with the “hippie revolution” sweeping the world. This “revolution” may have come to Poland a few years later than it occurred in the US, nevertheless it came, affecting almost everyone of my generation. Because of my love of music and the fascination with the movies, I was well aware of what that “countercultural revolution” offered, and I became well aware of the slogans it created with “make love not war” among them.  I have also witnessed the prevalence of the so-called “free love,” so characteristic for those years, and sweeping the whole world. By the time I was old enough and contemplated going to college, the “hippie culture” of the sixties lost a lot of its luster, and it became obvious what this “culture” really was, and what were the consequences of it. I was able to view it with much greater dose of criticism. By the early 70’s I clearly understood that the new “age of Aquarius” was a shallow, if not totally empty concept, failing to accomplish anything positive, succeeding only in destruction of the existing moral, ethical, philosophical and social norms.  
2. In the end, the “rebellious sixties,” destroyed the fabric of the modern society, and tragically, failed to accomplish what it was supposed to accomplish, the “true love.” Hippie’s era “love,” in every form and of almost everything, so characteristic of these times, only led to the shallow, sexual relationships that destroyed lives of the countless number of people. The proliferating use of drugs ended lives of so many promising artists and destroyed even more lives of those who experimented with them. The use of drugs so prevalently used in these days has proliferated ever since to the point of an epidemic we witness today in every single community, haunting modern society. As the dusk of the “hippie days” approached, the societies touched by this “counterculture” witnessed the dawn of such epidemics as NHV/AIDS, hepatitis, STD’s, as well as the destruction of the most basic social component: “the family.” No matter how we look at the “sixties’ revolution,” nothing positive was created or accomplished by it. The world is still searching for the “true love,” but unfortunately, does it in the way of the “sixties,” although it is clear that the forms of love of that era failed to achieve that goal. “The Beatles” might have sung: “All you need is love, love is what you need,” but in the end their concept of love failed not only them as a band, but the modern society as well, and failed it miserably. The only true achievement of the sixties was the introduction of the “culture of rejection,” which in turn lead modern society backwards in every moral, ethical, social and spiritual aspect. 
3. In contrast to the sixties’ concept of love, the words of Apostle John sound refreshing, even though they were written 2000 years before the time of the “hippies.” "This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another," says John and what he writes actually follows what Jesus commanded us when He said: “Love one another, as I have loved you.” This is the type of love that is true and is inseparable from the life of a Christian. I believe that the concept of love as introduced by Jesus, and carried on by John, is reaching much further back than Jesus’ ministry for it indeed goes back to the state common to all of the creation in the days of Eden’s harmony. As I see, love is not common to some cultures only, but to all the cultures of the world, and to all the people, no matter who they are. It is also present in the animal kingdom, and may be easily seen in the mothers of the “animal kingdom” caring for their offspring. To love one another is a basic need of every human on the face of earth, and it is equally powerful among the people of various faiths and various cultures. Yet, it is also true that in all the cultures and in all the religions, as the species we fail miserably when it comes to love. 
4. John writes: "Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue, but with actions and in truth." When I look around and witness what is happening in the world, I see so much failure where it comes to the issue of love. Our failure practicing love is often caused by the flawed view of love we as the species have, whereas we confuse simple “infatuation” with “love.” In all the years of my pastoral ministry I have witnessed so many failed relationships occurring especially when the “hard times” approached, and the couples were unable to rely on one another to deal with these experiences. The couples would often shift the blame for whatever happened or happens, on their partners. Modern society promotes the view of individuality, of ego, where the personal rights became crucial to our existence. In consequence, people nowadays are so preoccupied with themselves as individuals that they forget we are a part something larger, a relationship, a family, a part of the society, where both partners are a part of it. “All you need is love,” yes, all we need is love, but do we understand what that love truly is? The moder life experiences often beg a question: “Why there is so much failure with love, if everybody seems to believe in love and seeks love?” Why indeed is it that we talk about love so much, and yet fail so often? Why, in the midst of all the discussions about love, we tend to forget that sometimes we must sacrifice something, for the sake of the one we claim to love?
5. God sees all of us as we are in our relationship with Him, but He never compares us to one another, and He never says: "Be more like your brother or sister," or "I disapprove of you because you're not like somebody else I approve." It is us that create the idea of rivalry, and it is us who make the comparisons. How many times have you heard people say that there are “too many hypocrites” in the Church therefore, they disapprove of the Church and of the organized religion? Let me ask: “Are we to judge our relationship with God by what others do, or say?” “Are we to compete with one another in coming before the Lord?” We must never forget that God does not compare us to one another, and when we respond to God, we respond to Him as who we are, regardless of what religion, what gender, or what our racial or ethnic background is. He sees as for who we are. It is our personal relationship with God that opens the door to the eternal life, not our competition with the others, because although we all received the same call to come to Him, each and every one of us responded in its own way, own time and readiness, and according to the talents possessed. God accepted us, as we are, all of us, because He accepted us with His love, and He wants us to be not only influenced by Him and His love, but to be filled and to practice our lives with His love.   
6. What John emphasize in his letter is that “true love” offers true life of happiness and peace, even when we experience difficult moments, but this sort of love may only come from God. Through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus, for our sake, He expressed His love and as the result of His love, we may truly love one another, but only if we accept God’s influence on us. Only with His, and only because of His influence, true love may indeed occur among us. It is such an amazing feeling when we learn and are able to love someone, we once were unable to bear, much less to love. It is such a tremendous “emotional high” when we can forgive a friend or a family member who treated us badly, or when we are able to reach across the emptiness of a painful relationship and care for someone we've been hurt by, discovering that God's love cuts through all the layers of hostility that has built up in us over the years. True love is one that helps us to recognize that where there was death and emptiness once, a new life has now begun to flourish.
7. C.S. Lewis made a powerful statement when he said: "It is easier to be enthusiastic about humanity than it is to love individual men and women, especially those who are uninteresting, exasperating, depraved, or otherwise unattractive. Loving everybody in general may be an excuse for loving nobody in particular." In other words, he said that it is “easier said than done,” but with Christ on our side, we are able to truly love. John is clear when he indicates that nothing other than love makes sense, but true love is known to us only because of Jesus' love for us. Only when prompted by Jesus, we may truly love one another, without any selfish motivations. I don’t care what the modern sociologists or psychologists say, as the species we are too arrogant and too self-absorbed to truly love unconditionally. Only because, and since we were forgiven by Jesus, we may know what His love is, and how important it is. After all, just as Jesus said in Luke 4:47: “The one who is forgiven little, loves little, and the one who has been forgiven much, loves much.” 
8. Anybody can talk about how important love is. The sixties seemed to be all about “love,” love in music, love in behavior, love in the literature, in the drama, and poetry, and yet all these forms of “love” were short-lived, shallow and superficial, just as the sixties itself. Today, we are left with the legacy of the “hippie era,” the legacy of failure, of pain, of brokenness and of indifference; of spiritual, moral and ethical demise. Ever since those times the modern society has become even more selfish, perverted and indifferent. This is the legacy of the past, the legacy of “love” that does not flow from the ultimate source of true love, but is created by our desires, by lust and egotism of the human nature, nature that seeks fulfilment in all sorts of carnal pleasures rather than caring for the needs of others. I only hope that as the followers of Christ we may embrace the words of John and let our “love” to be like that of Jesus Christ.

