Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up the other, but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though one might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken. Better is a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who will no longer take advice. One can indeed come out of prison to reign, even though born poor in the kingdom. I saw all the living who, moving about under the sun, follow that youth who replaced the king; there was no end to all those people whom he led. Yet those who come later will not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and a chasing after wind.                                                Ecclesiastes 4:9-16
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
Romans 12:9-18
   Well, I heard of a father, and son went fishing one day. After a couple hours out in the boat, the boy suddenly became curious about the world around him. He asked his father, “How does this boat float?”   The father thought for a moment, then replied, “Don’t rightly know, son.”
   The boy returned to his contemplation, then turned back to his father, “How do fish breath underwater?” Once again the father replied, “Don’t rightly know, son.”
   A little later the boy asked his father, “Why is the sky blue?” Again, the father replied. “Don’t rightly know, son.”
   Worried he was going to annoy his father, he says, “Dad, do you mind my asking you all of these questions?” “Of course not son. If you don’t ask questions, you’ll never learn anything!”
WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER
1. There is an old Aesop fable called: “The Bundle of Sticks” and even though I already have shared it with you in the past, today I’d like to do it again: “An old man on the point of death summoned his sons to give them final advice. He asked them to bring a bundle of sticks and told them to break them. They each strained and strained, but were unable to break the bundle. ‘Untie the bundle,’ said the father, ‘and each of you take a stick.’ When they had done this, he told them: ‘Now, break,’ and they easily have broken each stick.” The father explained that just as the bundle of sticks could not be broken when held together, the sons would be stronger if they remained united. If they continued to quarrel, they would be easily defeated, like single sticks. The sons understood the lesson and promised to stay united, realizing that cooperation and teamwork make them stronger. The point of that fable is simple, just as a few sticks together are stronger, so two men together are able to accomplish the task laid before them and do it probably twice as fast as only one person would. This is also an important and pertinent concept regarding the ministry of the Church of Jesus Christ. I already have indicated in the past that when God created Adam He knew that it was not good for Adam to be alone, therefore, God created a companion for him, Eve. Our modern society might be very much fixated on the “issues of privacy,” and there is nothing wrong with willing to have one’s privacy protected, but unfortunately, as the society, we are almost “worshipping the privacy,” but at the same time we too need to realize that “privacy” does not indicate a state of a permanent “isolation” from others. Granted, we all, once in a while, need to experience some sort of a “temporary solitude” even if only to reflect on our life or to physically or spiritually “recharge” ourselves, but for this reason we have devised the concept of the “retreat.” I firmly believe that we also need to be aware of what the Book Proverbs 18:1 says: “Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound judgment.”
2. In Ecclesiastes 4:9 the author, the king Solomon, presumably (who in the Hebrew text introduces himself in as ‘Kohelet’ – the ‘teacher’ in 1:1), tells us that to live a meaningful life we must learn the value of the relationships we share with others. Growing up as a Baptist in my native Poland, I was exposed to an anecdotal statement which said: “where there are two Baptists there are three opinions.” On many occasions that statement has been proven true, but even the greater truth is, that as the society in general, we all, very often, act in exactly the same fashion. As the society and even as the Church, we are divided but in many cases we do not want to compromise, even a bit. Nowhere is this more evident than in both chambers of the United States House of Representatives. Through the actions of many of our politicians, jurists, entertainers, journalists and even the spiritual leaders, our country today is literally disintegrating before our very eyes, with so many divisions separating most of the people, with so much hatred expressed towards one another and so much intolerance practiced on both sides of the political spectrum, which is all so clearly visible to anyone who wants to see it. Sure, there still are some of those who try to salvage whatever is possible, but too many people want to see the views of their own party to triumph, irregardles of how “healthy” or “unhealthy” these views may be. For far too many people, it is much more important to have a final say than to strive for the unity and the welfare of the country. Regretfully, the same might be said about many churches, and in many places, small or large, towns or villages, cities or the metropolitan areas, the increasing number of different churches do not even want to talk to each other, much less to cooperate with each other, simply because their views on certain, even not the important issues, are different. We can even see the same sort of divisions exists within the same denomination. Many people want to pursue their agenda rather than to “agree to disagree,” as they clench to their own interpretations. I have witnessed the congregations torn apart because of the time of the Sunday service being changed or because the congregation decided to relocate, even for a very valid reason, while some members did not want to do it, because of the attitude: “we’ve always been here.” 
3. I must admit to chuckle whenever I discover another definition of a perfect pastor, and here is one I consider a favorite one: 
* The perfect pastor preaches exactly 10 minutes.
* He condemns sin roundly but never hurts anyone’s feelings.
* He works from 8 AM until midnight and is also the church janitor.
* The perfect pastor makes $400 a week, wears good clothes, drives a good car, buys good books, and donates $200 a week to the church.
* He is 29 years old and has 40 years’ experience.
* The pastor works tirelessly with teenagers, and yet, spends most of the time working with senior citizens.
* He smiles all the time with a straight face because he has a sense of humor that keeps him seriously dedicated to his church.
* He makes 15 home visits a day and is always in his office to be handy when needed.
* The perfect pastor always has time for church council and all of its committees. He never misses the meeting of any church organization and is always busy evangelizing the unchurched.
* The perfect pastor is always in the next church over, just as the grass is always greener on the other side.
As I see it, the perfect pastor is the one who works with the congregation, allows the skills of each member to be used in service of the church, and who takes on a role of a “teacher” rather than “the supreme leader.” Too many pastors who assumed the role of the “supreme leader” destroyed congregations and led people away from God. The “perfect pastor” is a “true, God’s servant.” By the way, I have also discovered in all the years of my ministry that the search for a new pastor may also introduce a sort of a “split” within the congregation.
3. In our modern world the success is often measured by the competitiveness, thus we often hear about a “team spirit,” a “community pride,” or a “teamwork,” and there is nothing wrong with any of these, but when the opponent is being seen as an “adversary,” or even an “enemy,” this is always wrong. We might compete with one another but not to the point of becoming the “foes,” the “enemies.” Over the years of my ministry in quite a few different countries and cultures, I encountered many Christians and from many very different denominations, and as I discussed with them my views on what I consider the “important issues,” such as “salvation,” “being born again,” the importance of and the role of the “Baptism,” the understanding of “the Trinity,” or of “the Holy Spirit,” I discovered we often held the very similar views. We might have differ in terms of what we consider to be a “sacrament,” a “tradition,” an “ordinance,” or a “doctrine,” but in the end although we practiced different forms of liturgy, we all embrace Jesus Christ as our Savior. We do not need to agree on every detail, but what we need is to be respectful of one another. Apparently, the French president, Charles DeGaulle once said: “The French can only be united under the threat of danger. Nobody can simply bring together a country that has 265 kinds of cheese.” For me, the significance of his statement is that the same might be said about the Church today. We might be different as the Church, even as the congregations, but we do not need to be divided. We just need to respect each other. All the struggles of our modern society and even of the Church today reminds me of the dinosaurs, once plentiful and roaming the earth, but now extinct, because they could not embrace the changes to the environment they lived in. 
4. Apostle Paul, writing to the Corinthians uses the analogy of the human body as the perfect example of what is the real unity. He simply says that no part of the human body may claim to be the most important one, and that if we are missing even one of them, to a certain degree we are limited in what we can do and how our body may function. We need all parts of our body to work together, or we need the substitute for the parts which are missing, and as far as I know it, the only part of our body we may consider “unnecessary,” is the “appendix,” although it plays an important role in supporting a development of the immune system. Competitiveness, so cherished and so important to so many people in our modern society, leads only to a degree of over-confidence, eventually steering people into feeling and believing they are indispensable. In the political domain the “over-confidence” leads to authoritarianism or dictatorship, while in the religious reality it leads to despotism and fanaticism. As Christians we must avoid becoming such people, so, no wonder that Apostle Paul writes: “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.” 
5. Have you ever noticed that whenever we watch the so called: “Teams of Stars” playing an exhibition game they almost always perform very poorly as a “team,” yet whenever they play with their own team they function as a “well-oiled machine?” Any true athlete who is a part of a team will admit that no individual athlete who cares for only himself may perform well. I have seen this in soccer, in basketball, in hockey and in many other “team sports” I watched. Only when the “team” athletes work together in unison, the results of their efforts are incredible. However, this truth applies not only to the athletes but also to the artists, to the political leaders, to the community organizations and yes, even to the Church. No one person may “constitute” the Church, for the Church is the entity made of many different people. The most important attitude and the characteristic of the true team and the true teamwork is the ability to by each and every one of the team, to perform their best. This is especially important in the life of the Church. There are no excuses for the “low performance standards” for Christians. After all, we have the greatest cause and the greatest purpose in the world. We have the best product that might be offered to anyone. We have the best support system, because God Himself backs us and backs our mission and our work. We do not need anything else to motivate us. However, to be able to perform our best, we must not only give our 100%, but we also must embrace others who work with us, and do it everything together. 
6. In the research for this message I came across a story about Jackie Robinson who apart from being a baseball player, is perhaps best known for having been the first African American to play the major league baseball. Jacke might have broken the baseball’s "color barrier," but he also faced the boos and the insults of the crowds in every stadium he played. One day, at the pregame in his home stadium in Brooklyn, he made an error and his own fans started to ridicule him. He felt humiliated while standing at the second base and hearing all the boos from the fans. According to the story’s account, "Pee Wee" Reese, Jackie’s teammate called for a time out and walking toward Robinson stood next to him. He put his arm around Jackie and faced the crowd. The fans grew quiet. Later on Jackie Robinson recalled that “Pee Wee’s” arm around his shoulder that day saved his career. “Pee Wee’s” gesture is now forever depicted in a bronze statue of him and Jackie, sculptured by William Behrends, and when unveiled on November 1, 2005, placed at the MCU Park in Brooklyn. How often do we all need the friendship of another person? Someone who can simply be there for us. I’m not talking just about those nights when there is an ambulance in the driveway, or when someone is fired or a teenage son has been arrested. I’m, talking about those days when nothing tragic has happened, but we just face one of these “miserable” days when nothing seems to be going the right way. Goerge Bailey of the “It’s a Wonderful Life” movie fame found this the “first hand.” We all need friends, especially in the Church.
7. It is not by chance that the Apostle Paul uses the analogy of the body in comparison to a teamwork.  In the 16th century the English poet wrote: “No man is an island,” and we all have been placed by God in the communities, not in solitary places with nobody around. Even Robinson Cruso needed his “Friday” and his parrot “Polly.” We cannot perform our best if we face obstacles on our own, and we indeed need “friends” in the “thick and thin” of life. Alexandre Dumas' in "The Three Musketeers," might have use the phrase: “One for all and all for one,” to symbolize the loyalty and the unity among friends, but it was William Shakespeare who first coined this phrase in one of his poems. Any genuine team player will always follow this motto as well, and in the Church it is imperative that every pastor has a support of the congregation to carry on a successful and faithful ministry. “One for all and all for one” emphasizes the true spirit of a teamwork. So, as Paul writes: “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another, do not be proud…do not be conceited.  If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone…Never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God.” As Christians we can only grow and thrive in the company of other Christians. It is in the Church that we get reinforced, encouraged, and strengthened.  As someone said: “We must love one another, or we will cease to exist.”  When we help the other team member we are actually helping to achieve the goal and this goal is found in this very statement: “We are all in this together.”
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