Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up Your might and come to save us! Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved. O Lord, God of hosts, how long will You be angry with Your people’s prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in full measure. You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved. You brought a vine out of Egypt; You drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land. The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches; it sent out its branches to the sea and its shoots to the River. Why then have You broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it. Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven and see; have regard for this vine, the stock that Your right hand planted. It has been burned with fire; it has been cut down; may they perish at the rebuke of Your countenance. But let Your hand be upon the one at Your right hand, the one whom You made strong for Yourself. Then we will never turn back from You; give us life, and we will call on Your name. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved.                                            Psalm 80 
When He broke the sixth seal, I looked, and there was a great earthquake; the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree drops its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll rolling itself up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the magnates and the generals and the rich and the powerful and everyone, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks: “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb,  for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”                                                                                                                          Revelations 6:12-17
The story is told of an elderly lady who never married. She requested that at her funeral there be no male pallbearers. In her handwritten request she said: “They wouldn’t take me out while I was living, I don’t want them to take me out when I’m dead.”
THE GRAPES OF WRATH
1. The title of my message might remind some of the 1939 novel written by the great American novelist, John Steinbeck, a winner of 1962 Nobel Prize in Literature, at the time when such prize was still meaningful, but I use it in a reference to the two texts from the Bible, separated in a timeline by roughly 7 or 8 hundred years. Psalm 80, which has been traditionally recognized as a message directed to the “Northern Kingdom of Israel” before it has been conquered by the Neo-Assyrian Empire around 720 BC, a long time before the birth of the Messiah, is one of these texts. The other is a part of the “Book of Revelations” which was written by the Apostle John probably sometime around AD 95 or 96, nearly at the end of the first century. Most biblical scholars agree that “Revelations” was written by John when, by the decree of the Emperor Domitian, he was exiled to the “Isle of Patmos” in the Aegean Sea (Greece). The Apostle John wrote his vision roughly 65-70 years after Jesus’ ascension to Heaven, which occurred following first His birth in Bethlehem around AD5 or 6 as the long-promised Messiah, and shortly after His crucifixion on the cross of Golgotha and His subsequent resurrection on Easter Sunday. There is an invisible thread connecting these two books, and this thread is the description of the humanity’s attitude toward God, presented in very plain and powerful terms. Although we were created by God, for all the centuries of our existence as humans, we kept rejecting Him, and were guilty of sinfulness in that regard, not only as the society, but as the individuals as well. The truth being said, we still are guilty of the same and cannot blame anyone or anything for all of our sins and mistakes we made and are still continually making. Even though these two books might be divided by almost a millennium in terms of a time they were written, they both clearly spell out how we as the species tend to act to assure, we get the results our own way.
2. Psalm 80 seems to indicate something really extraordinary. As humans, we actually keep blaming God for all our mistakes, all the bad decisions we have made and are still making, and all the sinful actions we chose and still keep on choosing. We are just as Adam and Eve and what they have already done it in the Garden of Eden. Already then, they tried to blame God for creating the serpent who ultimately tempted them. We too actually want to blame God for everything we experience, and in the words of Asaph we can see quite clearly. The author of this psalm, writes in his opening words: “Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel,” and his words seem to indicate that God had closed His ears to us and does not want to hear anymore the voice of His people. Then, Asaph continues, in verse 14, he adds: “Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven and see.” Again, just as if God would willingly and willfully turn away from His people, from His creation. He also seems to imply that the people of Israel are anything, but the innocent bystanders caught in God’s way, and we can see and hear this in his words of lament: “You make us the scorn of our neighbors.” Asaph seems to clearly suggest that it is God who wants His people to suffer, not the people who brough the suffering upon themselves, when he complains: “Why then have You broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?” He also suggests that God intentionally stays angry with His people: “O Lord God of hosts, how long will You be angry with your people’s prayers?” 
3. Careful analysis of this psalm, however, will indicate that this song is not written as a form of a complaint, but as a clear and powerful recollection of what is happening to the people who sing the words of the psalm. They indicate that singing this psalm must be done in the same way as we do it today when we write and then sing any of our hymns or songs. The words of these songs must not only be heard by the others, by the listeners, but also by those who sing them, by us, and these songs must come directly from the heart, not from the singer’s mouth only. Thus, Asaph acknowledges in this psalm God’s guidance for His people, when he writes that in the past God always took care of them: “You who lead Joseph like a flock...” But that’s not all, he also praises God for freeing the Hebrews from the oppression of the slavery in Egypt, when he writes: “You brought the vine out of Egypt...” Eventually, acknowledging God’s presence, Asaph recalls God establishing His people as a nation in the Promised Land: “You drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.” It is evident and clear that Asaph accepts that salvation comes only from God and only through His actions. He clearly establishes that only God has the power to change the human heart: “Restore us, O Lord God of hosts.” It would take a few hundred years, but eventually God’s people would realize that only God is able to transform the human heart and only He is able to create it anew. God also is the only one whose blessings we as His creation need. No human blessings or human wishes will do; thus, Asaph concludes: “Make Your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.”
4. The Northern Kingdom and then eventually also the Kingdom of Judah suffered God’s punishment because of the unfaithfulness of the people who despite of all the knowledge of God and of everything He has done for them. God offered them His infinite love, protection and guidance, but they “turned their backs” on Him and in the end, they failed Him. Now, the time to pay the price for that unfaithfulness had to come. Through the message of his psalm, Asaph plainly indicates that God cannot be blamed for what His people experienced, simply because it was them, not God, who brought this punishment upon themselves and clearly did it on their own. Only the people of Israel and Judah are responsible for their subsequent suffering. Nevertheless, even in the “darkness of the times” which they experienced while in the Assyrian and the Babylonian exiles, God assured them of His constant presence and care. He never turned away from His people, though they, even as God’s “chosen” have constantly turned their backs on Him, serving their own whims and desires. Unfortunately, what might be said about the Northern and the Southern Kingdoms, might also be said about us, because we too, as a matter of fact, do the same. This reality of both of the Kingdoms apply to all of the humanity, to God’s creation, and not only in the past through all the ages, but is even indicated in the “apocalyptic vision,” the Apostle John witnesses and presents in his “Book of Revelations.” 
5. What John sees in his vision is the world facing total devastation, “the apocalyptic event,” with the people hiding from the certain and overwhelming destruction. John shows the people who in a laud voice cry and ask the earth itself to hide them from the anger of God: “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the One seated on the throne,” as if the humanity would indeed be able to hide from God. Working on this message I could not help but to wonder: “Can God indeed be angry with us and is it even possible for Him to be angry with His creation? Is this what we see here, in John’s vision?” “Does the reality of God’s wrath indicate Him being angry or something else?” Is this the reason the people in John’s “vision” try to hide from God? As I tried to check the definitions of anger and wrath, I found that the Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary defines ‘anger’ as: “a threatening or violent appearance or state: a rage” while ‘wrath’ is defined as: “retributory punishment for an offense or a crime: a divine chastisement.” Following the logic of both of these definitions I find there a faint, barely discernible, yet quite an important distinction between the “anger” and “wrath,” in the relationship to God and His creation. God’s “wrath” occurs in a form of a punishment, a painful but an important lesson we, His creation must learn, but it is not out of God’s rage, which anger actually implies, but out of His dissatisfaction with what and how we do it, how we behave. 
6. However, there is a more important question which needs to be asked, and it is: “Why do we need to fear God?” I believe this is what the Apostle John writes about in his vision. “We know” when we act against God’s will, even if as the species, the “modern, sophisticated men,” we pretend do not know Him or to deny His existence. “We know,” because as His creation we carry the image of our Creator deep within us, and deep within our heart “we know” when we are wrong and when our actions are wrong. The people of John’s vision knew, just as we know, how God would respond to their sin, and as they encounter the unavoidable destruction, they want to hide because they do not want to face the consequences of what they have done and what they still do. Nonetheless, there is no escape from the punishment and sooner or later the impending end will arrive. Sooner or later we all will have to face God. Such an experience is indeed frightening and is real, but such is also the true future of our modern world which is fast moving toward such a fast and certain outcome. The people of Israel and Judah have seen God’s presence in their lives and faced His wrath, and we too may expect the same if we do not turn to Him for guidance and for help. While embracing Jesus as our Lord and Savior we have experienced His presence, and we have also been subjected to the changes He introduced to us. As His creation we have been unmeasurably blessed by God, nevertheless, our society still keeps on turning away from Him and insist on attributing everything we accomplish to our own ingenuity, knowledge and skills.
7. The realities of the modern world must frighten us, those who know the Lord. Maybe not for our sake, but for the sake of the world. So, now it is the time for all to hear the words of the psalmist who says: “Restore us, O! Lord, God Almighty!” This is indeed the time for the restoration of the world to truly begin. What do we see when we look around? The moral and ethical decline, the social structures collapsing, the spiritual bastions emptying, the “crazy” progressive ideologies taking control of education, entertainment, politics and even science. The society introduces new sets of rules which disregard God and even the basic, historical, and cultural human standards. Sex offenses are rampant and becoming a norm. The crime is embraced as the reality of life by the lawmakers, and the jurists, affecting every conceivable community, and this destructive list is almost endless. Isn’t it ironic that all of these are the “norms” of our times? Still, what is the most frightening is that even the Church is not immune to all these changes and the decay of our society is in many ways condoned by the lukewarm “Christianity” that puts human wants and “desires” before what God wants and what Jesus Christ taught, thus conforming to our, “sophisticated, modern, human ways,” rather than God’s.
8. There is indeed a great need in this world, but this need may be fulfilled only by God and we as His Church have a tremendous responsibility. This responsibility is to influence the world and to teach the world about God’s true presence. This must start in our homes, in our churches and in all of our relationships. We have the greatest gift that a man may wish for to offer to others, we have our Savior Jesus Christ on our side, and we must forcefully and faithfully show this to the world. God is not the “angry God” filled with “wrath,” and He does not want to punish the world, instead He wants the world to embrace His peace and His love. As His Church, we must let the society know that God does not hate them, but that He hates sin and His wrath is directed towards sin, not the people, and if we as the society will not learn the lesson He teaches, we will learn it the hard way. Just as the Israel and Judah did, and just as well as the people of John’s vision have discovered. This is what I believe Asaph the psalmist, and John, the Apostle, convey in their messages as directed to our modern world and to our modern, 21st century Church.



Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the  cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up Your might and come to save  us! Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be  saved. O Lord, God of hosts, how long will  You be angry with Your people’s prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears  to drink in full measure. You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves.  Restore   us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved. You brought a vine out of Egypt;  You drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.  The mountains were covered with its shade, the  mighty cedars with its branches; it sent out its branches  to the sea and its shoots to the River. Why then have You broken down its walls, so that all who pass  along the way pluck its fruit? The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the fie ld feed on it.  Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven and see; have regard for this vine, the stock that Your  right hand planted. It has been burned with fire; it has been cut down; may they perish at the rebuke of  Your countenance. But let Your   hand be upon the one at Your right hand, the one whom You made strong  for Yourself. Then we will never turn back from You; give us life, and we will call on Your name. Restore  us, O Lord God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved.                                              Psalm 80    When He broke the sixth seal, I looked, and there was a great earthquake; the sun became black as  sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree drops  its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky v anished like a scroll rolling itself up, and every mountain  and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the magnates and the generals  and the rich and the powerful and everyone, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the rock s of the  mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks: “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one seated on  the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb,  for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to  stand?”                                                                                                                            Revelations 6:12 - 17   The story is told of an elderly lady who never married. She  requested that   at her funeral there be no male  pallbearers. In her handwritten request she said: “They wouldn’t take me out while I was living, I don’t  want them to take me out when I’m dead.”   T HE  G RAPES OF  W RATH   1.   The title of my message might remind  some   of the 1939 novel written by the great American novelist,  John Steinbeck, a winner of 1962 Nobel  Prize   in Literature,  at   the time when such prize was  still  meaningful, but I use it in  a  reference to  the  two texts from  the Bible,   separated  in   a   timeline by roughly 7  or 8   hundred   years. Psalm 80 ,   which   has been traditionally  recognized   as  a   message  directed  to the  “Northern Kingdom of Israel”   before it has been conquered by the Neo - Assyrian Empire around 720 BC ,   a  long   time   before the  birth   of the Messiah , is  one   of these texts . The other  is  a part of  the   “Book of  Revelations”   which was  written by the Apostle John   probably   sometime  around   AD 95 or 96,  nearly  at  the 

