Now this are the commandment, the statutes and the ordinances, that the Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your children’s children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life and keep all His decrees and His commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.  Hear, O Israel: “The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your strength. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. Be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.                Deuteronomy 6:1-9. 12
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die, but God proves His love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.                          Romans 5:1-8
The story is told of a boy named Patrick who asked repeatedly for a watch. His parents forbade him to talk about it anymore. At dinner he was asked to pray and he said, “Before I pray, I would like to quote Mark 13:37, ‘And what I say unto you, I say unto all, WATCH!’”
THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE.
1. Growing up in Poland, as long as I remember, both of my parents were working to support the family of five children, and even my maternal grandmother who lived with us, although retired, also worked so we could meet all of our financial needs. What I also recall, especially in my teen years, is that very often I would go ahead in making my own plans of what I wanted to do, without facing any special interference or opposition from my parents. As a young man I never really paid too much attention to what having so much freedom in these days meant and I never even realized, how strong the influence my parents have been for me growing up. Today, from the perspective of time, I realize that although I might have seem to “make my own plans and decisions,” my parents were very much involved in them, especially my dad, albeit invisibly. He was able to teach me in such a way that I believed it was me finding my ways and solutions, while in reality this was him guiding me in making them. My dad has also always encouraged me to be an independent thinker and not to fear of making decisions, which as I see it now was not always easy. He was able to know where I stood on the issue I faced and what my opinion might be, even, or especially, when I would end up making a mistake. So, he corrected me in such a way that I never realized he was actually guiding me. Eventually I was able to learn and to accept many values in life which otherwise as a kid I would probably never understand, accept, or care for.
2. Today we celebrate the “Father’s Day Sunday” and if I recall the memories of my father, it is because in the “Scripture Readings” chosen for today, we find something that is of an incredible importance and value. This applies especially to the passage found in the “Book of Deuteronomy 6:1-12,” which speaks volumes about the role of parents in raising children. This passage also reminds us that as parents we have the responsibility to teach our children and not to rely on the official school “educators,” especially when it comes to the spiritual, moral and ethical values. Not every “mold” taught at school “fits all.”  From the onset of the creation of the Hebrew nation, the parents had to learn how important and inseparable from daily life is the tradition of teaching the children of the presence of God in their daily life, and how important it is to express our reverence to Him. Just as our parents were taught through God’s commands and decrees, we too are taught the role God plays in our life, not only as our Creator, but as a Sustainer and a Giver of everything in life we need and we possess. While delivering the Hebrews out of the bondage of slavery in Egypt, He led them to the Promised Land, and He sustained all of their needs along the way, helping them to create successful lives. He did this while guiding His people through all of the wilderness’ experience. Moses in his address very plainly explains all of this to the people. 
3. As parents, leaders, friends, or family members, the Hebrews had an obligation aimed at helping the young people, as well as the society, to understand the importance of God in one’s life.  As Christians, we too must live up to this heritage, so deeply immersed in the Judeo-Christian values. We too, first and foremost, are to teach our children about God and His grace, and follow all of the Christian values as taught by Jesus. Our modern society, infected with the devil’s suggested “social progressiveness” wants to discard all of the values the Judeo-Christian tradition introduced, and instead tries to convince the world that there is ”no God,” and the “socialism utopia” is a reality, and at the same time encourage a pure “hatred” towards those who represent the opposite views is actually a “good” action. In result what we witness in today’s world is a moral, spiritual, ethical and social decay of our modern “sophisticated” society. Ever since, in the name of the separation of the “state” and the “Church,” followed by the openness to all the ideologies, without any possibility of questioning them because this might be “offensive” to those who promote such ideas, our society in general dismissed the centuries old and proven values in the name of the “freedom of whatever.” God has become unimportant, respect for others became insignificant, justice and the rule of the law has become immaterial, morality and ethics have become the meaningless values, and even the human life has become irrelevant. The list of such evil is almost endless. 
4. What has become relevant today is the “acceptance” of everything and anything, of everyone and anyone. Finally, ever since the Bible has been considered useless, the whole concept of what is historically known as the “Western Civilization” has not only been questioned but replaced by the introduction of the incompatible alien and foreign traditions coming from what I call the “primitive and the barbaric societies” of the world. From the places and the “cultures” where women have no voice, the governments entities control every aspect of one’s life, and where nobody but only the political rulers have “rights.” All these views and ideologies however are totally contrary to what the “US Constitution” stands for. The biblical values which define the “Western Civilization,” are the only true values that respect and embrace everyone while embracing a statement: “We, the people.” Our “western tradition” teaches us that we are to love God with our entire being and are to teach our children the love of God, so, in return they may teach that love to their children. I understand that many of us here are in the stage of life when our children are grown up and gone from home, but we still have the grandchildren and if we lack them we have our neighbors, friends, or other relatives who might now know God or are in need of not only knowing Him but embracing Him and His teachings and commands. 
5. Today, we live in the world where the leadership, whether on a political or a spiritual level, represent “spinelessness” and “cowardice” by surrendering to the whims of those who deny the importance of God and His influence on us, His creation. The more and more politicians we elect turn their backs on God and pretend He is not relevant in our modern world’s reality anymore, and they do so because they are afraid of losing the support of the so called: “progressives,” those who deny God’s existence and importance. As God’s people we must tell them about God, about His love, forgiveness and the importance of His guiding. We have the responsibility to teach the world, even if only through insignificant moves and actions, but if possible through a loud and clear proclamation: “Hear, Ye O Children of God: Love the Lord your God.” These words many might recognize as the Jewish “Prayer of Shema,” but for me these are also the words to be embraced by everyone who accepts Jesus Christ and their Lord and Savior.  
6. There is only One God, not the pantheon of gods and goddesses similar to what existed in the Greek and Roman, Persian and Egyptian, Parthians and Scythe’s, and many other ancient civilizations. Today, our “modern, progressive” society wants us to believe there are no “gods,” because we live in the world where “everything and anything” goes and where we are to believe and to accept that all the religions of the world are equal and we must equally embrace them. This might not be a new concept because even the Hebrews upon entering the “Promised Land,” embraced the religions of Canaan, but this was the reason which separated them from God. In the 1960’s, the “hippie” culture introduced the concept of the so-called “freedom” of everything including the embracement of the concept of the Eastern “gods” and “goddesses,” and with that “freedom” the “Western Civilization’s” tradition was flooded with the concepts which eventually led to a destruction of the very fabric of our society in the name of “whatever” we might be pleased to worship. Today, in the name of the falsely interpreted “freedom,” our society does not want to see the problem clinging to the notions of “everybody’s rights.” The false interpretation of this lies in beliefs that all these foreign concepts are compatible with the “building blocks” of our western civilization. However, no matter how much we want to try to merge these ideologies with ours, they do not work. In the spiritual reality, the Islam will never embrace the concepts of other religions, therefore there is no freedom in that religion. Sociologically, the liberals do not, in any way, want to be influenced by the conservative values. In the political arena the socialism and communism too will never embrace the concept of “freedom” for these ideologies require strict obedience. These are just few examples of the incompatibility of the ideological concepts we are told today to embrace.
7. What is imperative, is that as Christ’s Church, we must introduce the people to the concept of “God’s grace,” because only in and through accepting this concept, as humanity we may truly create a peaceful and harmonious world. God said: “I will give you the land,” and God has given us everything we own and possess, nothing that we achieved came to us on our own. Everything was given to us just as God has promised, including the most precious gift of all: “Jesus Christ,” and salvation through His blood.  All that we have to do is to respond to what He gives us through His grace, offered without any strings attached. We may use all the goodness of the “land” He promised us, and even if we do not embrace Him, He will not turn away from us because God knows that as long as we live we have a chance to accept Him. Only He knows when and if this would or might happen. We, however, know, because of His grace, that all we actually have here truly belongs to Him, and only because of His grace we may use it. This is what His grace offers us. When we accept Him as our Savior, and we thank Him we recognize the proper use of all the resources that have been given to us. Only through and with God’s guidance, we may be the good stewards of all His gifts, and this is the lesson not only worth to learn but necessary to teach our children and our children’s children. God has given us this world to use it, but not to abuse it.  Whenever we abuse God’s creation, we do not use God’s gift properly and only prove, we are not in touch with God anymore.
8. I grew up in the “communist reality” of my native Poland, and my upbringing taught me that no values introduced to us by the society devoid of God are good. They may seem to appear as good and worthy to follow, but only on the surface. Without human heart being transformed by God, no “human values” are able to resist human “greed,” “lust,” “desire,” and “want.” The two proverbial creatures of Charles Dickens’ “Christmas Carol,” the “Ignorance” and “Want,” are but the perfect examples of this. Only the “values” taught by God are truly “good,” and able to withstand the onslaught of the “human-made ideologies.” I cannot think of any value created or originated through the human concept would in the end turn out to be good. As the species we know how to create disasters and bring destructions. We have seen this in the rampant use of drugs in the 60’s and the sexual freedom of the “love generation,” multiplied by the moral decay which created and introduced HIV and AIDS as well as a drastic increase of the Hepatitis’ infections. It was human ignorance and pride that introduced the world to the concepts of racism and sexism. It was human greed that brought the political instability, recessions and the abuse of power. All these show that when we forget and ignore God, the destruction of all the norms slowly, but surely follows. 
9. In the end, it takes a tremendous courage to serve the Lord in the world that makes fun of God, and it takes audacity to listen the Lord rather than to the human resolve. It is daring to teach our children, but it is even bolder to teach our friends and neighbors of God’s principals, the ones we can never give up and never forget. As we stand facing God in His sanctuary, we need to ask Him to help us to do so, not for our sake, but of the world we live in. It might not be easy, but we also need to remember that God loves us, and He has proven this through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. Yes, it takes the “proverbial” guts to stand in the crowd against the flow of it. Yet, who will do it, if we as God’s people refuse to? Entering the “Promised Land” the Hebrews were called to teach their children, and this is also important to us to hear it, since we too are called by God to teach others of all of His values, of His presence, of His love and most of all of His grace.
 

Now this are the commandment, the statutes and the ordinances, that the Lord your God charged me to  teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children  and your children’s children may fear the Lord y our God all the days of your life and keep all His decrees  and His commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O  Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you and so that you may multiply gre atly in  a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.  Hear, O  Israel: “The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with  all your soul, and with all your stre ngth. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when  you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem o n your  forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.   B e careful that you do not  forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.                  Deuteronomy 6:1 - 9.  12   Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through  whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the  glory of God. And not only that, but we also boa st in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces  endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us  to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been gi ven  to us.   For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone  die for a righteous person ,  though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die , b ut God  proves  H is love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.                            Romans  5 :1 - 8   The story is told of a boy named Patrick who asked repeatedly for a watch. His parents forbade him to  talk about it anymore. At dinner he was asked to pray and he said, “Before I pray, I would like to quote  Mark 13:37, ‘And what I say unto you, I say unto  all, WATCH!’”   T HE  L ORD OUR  G OD ,   THE  L ORD IS  O NE .   1.  G rowing up in Poland,  as long as I remember,  both of my parents   were  working to support the family  of  five children ,   and   even my maternal grandm other   who lived with us, although retired,  also   work ed   so we  could  meet all  of  our   financial   needs. What  I also  recall, especially  in   my teen years,  is that  very often  I  would go ahead  in   making   my  own   plans   of  what I want ed   to do,  without   facing any   special interference  or opposition  from my parents.  As a young man   I   never  really  paid  too   much  attention to  what  having so  much freedom  in these days   meant   and I never  even   realized ,   how strong  the  influence my parents  have   been   for   me   growing up .   Today,  from the perspective of time, I  realize that although I might have seem to  “make my own plans   and decisions, ”  my parents were very much involved in them, e specially my dad ,  albeit  invisibly . He  was able to  teach   me in such a way that   I  believed it was me finding my ways   and  solutions , while in reality  this was  h im  guid ing   me   in making them .   My dad has also always   encourag ed  

