Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, so that You may be revered. I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in His word, I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning. O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with Him is great power to redeem. It is He who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.                                       Psalm 130
Then He went home, and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. When His family heard it, they went out to restrain Him, for people were saying: “He has gone out of His mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said: “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons He casts out demons.” And He called them to Him and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness but is guilty of an eternal sin, for they had said: ‘He has an unclean spirit.’” Then His mother and His brothers came, and standing outside they sent to Him and called Him. A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him: “Your mother and your brothers are outside asking for you.” And He replied: “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around Him, He said: “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”                                                                    Mark 3:20-35 <!-- <SERVICE NAME=”watermark”> <SCRIPT LANGUAGE=”javascript1.2” SRC=”http://www.geocities.com/include/watermark/v2/lib.js”></SCRIPT><SCRIPT LANGUAGE=”javascript1.2”><!—
   A Jew and a Christian were indulging in a friendly argument about their respective faiths. “Most of the good things you Christians have, you’ve taken from us,” the Jew said. “The Ten Commandments, for instance.”
   “I’ll admit we took the Ten Commandments from you,” answered the Christian, “but you can’t say that we’ve kept them.”
A House Divided
var args= new Array;

assignArrays("Family", "Family");

1. Charles Spurgeon once wrote: "Common, too common, is the sin of forgetting the Holy Spirit. … The Church will never prosper until more reverently it believes in the Holy Ghost." His statement was more than bold, considering the general, Baptist’s view, of the Holy Spirit, especially the manifestation of the gift of tongues. It was truly clear cautioning that the Holy Spirit, as the part of Holy Trinity, cannot be ignored, or neglected, and denying His Divinity classifies as the only “unpardonable” sin. Today, many people, even Christians, obstruct the work of the Holy Spirit though, by neglecting and ignoring Him. Mark’s Gospel visibly and prominently underlines this issue, and invites us to examine and carefully study this matter, most importantly in the view of the importance of this one and only "unpardonable sin," the “sin against the Holy Spirit.” 
2. Mark’s Gospel says that Jesus has just performed a miracle of healing of a man possessed by the demon, but the reaction of the people who witnessed this miracle was rather mixed. Some have wondered: “Could this be the Messiah? Could this be, that He is really the One promised by God? How could He perform such a miracle if He is not sent by God? Where could His power come from otherwise?” Others, namely the Scribes, feeling threatened by Him, being a rather “obscure rabbi,” yet seemingly undermining their status, their interpretation of the Scriptures, their political agendas, accused Him of being a subordinate of the devil himself, able to cast out the demons only by being Himself possessed by the Beelzebub, the prince of darkness, the ruler of the demons. 
3. Jesus response was simple and yet powerful. He simply stated that if this was true, than Satan working against himself would not be able to sustain his kingdom any longer, because he would fight against the very concept he created. There was no logical explanation of why Satan would try to destroy himself. Additionally, if Jesus was casting out demons by the power of Satan, why the others who did the same, mainly the Pharisees who claimed to be able to cast out demons, were not condemned by the same Scribes, as Satan’s collaborators. Jesus’ response would be later on used by many political figures, most notably by the great Republican president, Abraham Lincoln, who in Springfield, Illinois on June 16, 1858, attending the Republican State Convention, said: "A house divided against itself cannot stand." President’s Lincoln words sound loud and clear today, in the midst of all the political division, hate mongering and social unrests of the days. Our country was indeed never more divided than today, not even in the days of the “Civil War.” Jesus’ words sound loud a clear today even more, because the modern Church is also as much divided now as our country.
4. Listen carefully to Jesus’ words: “I tell you; every sin and every blasphemy will be forgiven…” and although these sound as very comforting words, and as Christ followers we know they are true, there comes the second part of what Jesus says: “but the sin against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.” Jesus’ statement offers a very chilling effect. We have a tendency to classify sins, some in the categories of more serious, while other in less serious ones. In the “Middle Ages,” the Church’ scholars, originated the concept of the “seven deadly sins,” and this concept is still, in a vast part adhered to by many denominations and Church leaders. Such sins as: “lust, gluttony, greed, sloth, wrath, envy, pride,” are considered the "deadly sins," thus unforgivable, and yet this concept seems to clash with Jesus’ teaching that “all sins,” even these, are forgivable when people repent and ask Him for forgiveness. Jesus says even more. According to His concept and words, even people who sin against Him, against the Messiah, still might be forgiven. Doesn’t He asks the Father, while dying on the cross, to forgive those who sinned against Him? Once again hear His words there: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” Sinning against the Holy Spirit however, will not be forgiven. As to this Jesus is clear, and no matter what the modern Church leaders, the theologians, the Bible scholars, many preachers and academics may argue, Jesus’ words are clear and finite: “Sin against the Holy Spirit is unforgivable!”
5. The Scribes, although they mocked Jesus and associated Him with Beelzebub, the prince of darkness, although they rejected Jesus’ teachings and His miracles, did not commit an unforgivable sin, at least not yet, they were, however, in a danger of doing exactly that. They were on the path to dismissing God and His witness, the Holy Spirit, of whom they knew, even from the Old Testament Scriptures. Refusing to accept Jesus Christ leads to nothing else but to rejection of the Holy Spirit, and this rejection prohibits people from entering the Kingdom of God, for to enter God’s Kingdom, people must accept Jesus and His sacrifice, repenting for their sins. As I understand Jesus’ message, the unforgivable sin of rejecting witness of the Holly Spirit leads to refusal of acceptance of Jesus as Christ, the Savior, therefore having the Heavenly Doors permanently shut. In the Old Testament days God witnessed to His people through His special, occasional revelations and miracles. In the days of Jesus, Christ Himself was God's witness to the world, but today, it is the Holy Spirit through whom God speaks to us thus He cannot be rejected and dismissed without fatal, deadly consequences. 
6. Whenever people reject the Holy Spirit as God's witnesses, they reject salvation and consequently are not, and will not be forgiven for their sins, no matter how many offerings they may try and want to offer to God. In rejecting the Holy Spirit people cannot recognize Jesus as their Christ, their Savior, therefore are not even convinced of their sinfulness, much less be forgiven. Every time the Holy Spirit is rejected, those who reject Him move closer and closer to the eternal condemnation. Embracing the Holy Spirit as the life-long companion, the One who controls, corrects and helps us in daily struggles, the One who sustains our salvation, on the other hand, leads to following of what Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians: “putting away falsehood, let each of you speak the truth with your neighbor, for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths but only what is good for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.”
7. Unfortunately, too often, what Paul calls: “the quenching of the Spirit," occurs in too many churches today, and when the Church becomes too legalistic, when the Spirit is overtaken by the sober, unmoving attitude, when people do not let the spirit to "fire them up," when they do not rejoice, do not show gratitude, where they do not cooperate with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit indeed becomes "quenched." Regrettably, although this is a sad state, many churches, even the whole denominations, move in that direction substituting the Holy Spirit’s guidance, with their own, human, politically correct and socially acceptable reasons, with human ideology, and a human, subdued approach to the ministry in Jesus’ name. When this happens, the Church begins the process of “spiritual descent” which leads to nothing else but to the “spiritual death,” becoming the “blasphemy” against the Holy Spirit. The "quenching" of the Holy Spirit is nothing else but a disregard of Him and a dismissal of Him from one’s life, and even the Church’s life.
8. Our primary responsibility as Christians is to yield to the power of the Holy Spirit. The lost need to respond to His convictions, and they need to receive Jesus as their personal Savior, as their Christ. We, as Christ’s Church, are the ones charged to submit to the life-changing power and the leadership of the Holy Spirit, seeking His leadership and responding to His call. The Holy Spirit is the greatest force capable of transforming the world today, but He cannot do this without our willing cooperation and submission. Without cooperation and submission to the Holy Spirit, people actively sin against Him because they believe that the Holy Spirit is not needed. The Scribes in today’s Gospel reading approached the point where they almost disregarded God, for they wanted to implement their ideology and their religious rituals on the society, on the “Church” of these days, so, Jesus subtly warns them.  Our modern society moves in the same direction in dismissing God, dismissing the Holy Spirit. As Christians, as the Church we must not allow this to happen, and we must be God's beacon in this world of darkness, and we may achieve this only by being sustained and guided by the Holy Spirit.</DIV><!-- </SERVICE> -->
