That day when evening came, He said to His disciples: “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took Him along, just as He was, in the boat. There were also other boats with Him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke Him and said to Him: “Teacher, don’t You care if we drown?” He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the waves: “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. He said to His disciples: “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were terrified and asked each other: “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey Him!” 
                                                                                                                                                 Mark 4:35-41
Come now, you who say: “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making money.” Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say: “If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do and fails to do it commits sin. 

                                                                                                                                          James 4:13-17
A young boy went to the local store with his mother. The shop owner, a kindly man, passed him a large jar of suckers and invited him to help himself to a handful. Uncharacteristically, the boy held back. So the shop owner pulled out a handful for him. When outside, the boy’s mother asked why he had suddenly been so shy and wouldn’t take a handful of suckers when offered. The boy replied: “Because his hand is much bigger than mine!”
“Where am I going?”
1. As far as I know, the James’ letter, often called the “first catholic (meaning universal) epistle,” is considered by many scholars as the earliest of the written New Testament texts. It was probably written in the mid-40's of AD. James’ letter is loaded with very practical, down to earth advices, but contains also some aspects considered controversial by various biblical scholars. Although written about two millennia ago, most probably to the church in Jerusalem, James’ message is still applicable and practical today, as well as very useful to the Church today. We must understand that when this letter was written, the New Testament did not yet exist, since even the Church was not yet fully established. Those who followed the teachings of Jesus Christ, under the guidance of the Apostles, were generally called by other Jews the “Followers of the Way,” and were considered simply another sect, another offshoot, a breakaway group, of Judaism. In that sense, the Early Church was seen at first, as parallel to such sects as the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Hasidians, the Sicarii, or the Essenes of Qumran.
2. People who were attracted to this new movement were often uncertain of what and how to practically live their lives as Jesus’ followers, and since they were surrounded by the overwhelming majority of Jewish traditionalists, these new converts were often tempted to revert back to the ways they used to live before embracing the Jesus’ ways. They need the practical advice as what the “ways of Jesus” truly were, and in that James’ letter were tremendously important. Today, two thousand years later, the Church still differs in the interpretations of Jesus’ teachings, and we can easily see this in the way the modern Church functions, trying to “convert” people to the particular denomination’s traditions rather than to Jesus’ teachings. For millennia the philosophers asked the question of what “life is and what ought to be,” but most of the religions, until Jesus, were not concerned with this question at all. What was important were the religious ceremonies, religious traditions, and religious rituals to be performed on appropriate occasions and in appropriate ways. Jesus’ teachings changed all this, and for the followers of Jesus’ “way of life” these teachings became more important than the tradition, the ceremonies, or the rituals. 
3. James tried to present major theological issues, primarily focusing on the practical approach and the application of Jesus’ message, in Christian life, not on the tradition. Today, the question of what “life is, and what ought to be” is practically being asked by the entire society, not just the “philosophers,” or the “spiritual leaders.” The problem with this is that every segment of the society wants all others to follow their particular “agendas,” and as the result what we see today is the greatest polarization and the utmost divisions, the society ever witnessed in the entire history of mankind. The views of the modern educators the media, the politicians, the parents, the businesses, with the list almost endless present their points and want us to follow their views. It is therefore, even more important for us, the followers of Jesus, to make sure we do know what we believe, who we follow and who do we trust. Without doing this, and following the approaches of various groups, we, as the society are heading into the direction of anarchy, with the “survival of the fittest,” without even truly knowing what that “the fittest” is, and what “the fittest” today means.
4. Long time ago, as a teenager I came across an inspirational story in one the “Bible Study” materials for the teens, titled: “And what next?” “A pastor asked the young man of what he will do in the next stage of his life. Answering the young man spoke about graduating from high school, going to college, finding a good job, and eventually getting married and having a family. At every stage of the young man’s response the pastor would pose the same question: ‘And what will you do next?’ Ultimately, this young man begun uneasily focus on the end of life, and the pastor once again ask the same question. ‘What will you do next?’ Suddenly, this young man realized that his whole life was planned according to what he wanted, but God was not included in it, and death would eventually lead to the cessation of his existence and the life without true meaning.” It is imperative, to all of us, to know what is the meaning of true life. What do we want from our life? Where are we going in life? These are the question the modern society however does not want to tackle, but sooner or later death inevitably confronts all with this issue and everyone will eventually have to answer to this very important question: “Where am I going?”
5. There is nothing wrong with making plans and James is not against making them, instead, what he tries to tell the people is that in making any plans, we need to include God, and to seek His advice and His direction. He concludes that we are not controlled by the proverbial “fate,” and we need to make arrangements to create plans for life, but in making them we must accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and as our guide for making any of them. Such acceptance is the giant, first, and the most important, step in planning of one’s life. Our life arrangements must be though carefully made and void of over self-confidence, over self-reliance, and over self-assurance. Those who are over-confident, over-zealous, caring only for what they believe is right and wrong, those who are arrogant and egocentric, those who reject God, dismissing the need for salvation, disregarding faith, and even ridiculing the faith of others, consider God as anything but important in their life, and in the end do not have any hope. Tragically, even within the Church body today we may find such people, just as James saw in the “Early Church,” this trend emerging slowly but surely in the Christian community in Jerusalem, and he could not remain silent, thus he wrote his letter. 
6. James also says that although our life is fragile and has its limitations, and we cannot decide when we are born and when we die, (except when people take their own life), as Christians we must not place any limitations on what we can achieve with God’s guidance, since we have not control over the proverbial “fate.” The limitations we face as humans cannot cause us to fear to the point of becoming to cautious to act, but knowing our own limitations, we may recognize who we are before God, and we may better understand that our life depends totally on Him and on His will. As Christians we are not to fear, nor to remain idle because our future might be unknown. Instead, we are to commit our future and all our plans to God, confidently  assured  that His plans consider everything that is for our best. Trust, hope, and faith are not to be abandoned nor set aside, neither for the most basic decision-makings, nor for the most aspiring possibilities. These are the important elements of our relationship with God. I can proudly say that watching Mark and his decision making process, I am proud of him allowing God to direct him in life and to achieve what he hoped for ever since he was 9 years old.
7. Shortly we will close our service with the hymn that says: Simply trusting every day, trusting through a stormy way, even when my faith is small, trusting Jesus, that is all. Trusting as the moments fly, trusting as the days go by, trusting Him whatever befall, trusting Jesus that is all. Only when trusting Jesus our life makes sense and as we plan it, we must focus on the future which is grounded in our faith. Trust is the most important issue in our life. To function, in every aspect we need trust. A long time ago I shared with you a joke, here it is again: “A climber fell off a cliff, and, as he tumbled down, he caught hold of a small branch. "Help! Is there anybody up there?" he shouted.
A majestic voice boomed through the gorge: "I will help you, my son, but first you must have faith in me."

"Yes, yes, I trust you!" cried the man.

"Let go of the branch," boomed the voice.

There was a long pause, and the man shouted up again, "Is there anybody else up there?" 
This might be just a joke, but truly, how often this jokes expresses our trust in God?
8. In today’s Gospel reading, Luke recalls the boat trip, the storm and the fear engulfing the disciples in that boat, while Jesus remained asleep. This story shows us of how important it is to trust Jesus, no matter what the circumstances life thrust upon us. The Bible says, Jesus is always with us, in every one of our experiences, even when we sometimes doubt whether He is with us. Listen once again to Jesus response to His disciples: “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” James in a very practical way explains that we need to leave everything to Jesus, including our doubts, our uncertainties, our struggles, and He will chose the solution that is best for us. Unfortunately, this is probably the most difficult decision people who solely rely on themselves only are able to make. “Is there anybody else up there?” God wants us to inherit the eternal life but the only way of doing so is by accepting Jesus Christ as a personal Savior, relying of Him, and trusting Him that He has plans for us and for our future. There is no other way, no matter what anyone may say, and what any other religion may claim. Listening to what James writes and accepting his premises, living our lives filled with hope and faith, will help us to achieve the day when with confidence and assurance we will be able to say: “trusting Him whatever befall, trusting Jesus that is all.” 
