Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God. His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the great King. Within its citadels God has shown Himself a sure defense. We ponder Your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of Your temple. Your name, O God, like Your praise, reaches to the ends of the earth. Your right hand is filled with victory. Let Mount Zion be glad; let the towns of Judah rejoice because of Your judgments. Walk about Zion; go all around it; count its towers; consider well its ramparts; go through its citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is God our God forever and ever. He will be our guide forever. 

Psalm 48:1-3, 9-14
He left that place and came to His hometown, and His disciples followed Him. On the Sabbath He began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard Him were astounded. They said: “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to Him? What deeds of power are being done by His hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at Him. Then Jesus said to them: “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown and among their own kin and in their own house.” And He could do no deed of power there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and cured them. And He was amazed at their unbelief.                                                         Mark 6:1:1-6a
He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to what was His own, and His own people did not accept Him. But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.                                                                     John 1:10-13

   A married couple was celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary. At the party everybody wanted to know how they managed to stay married so long in this day and age.

   The husband responded, “When we were first married, we came to an agreement. I would make all the major decisions, and my wife would make all the minor decisions.”

   At which point the wife took up the tale, “And in 60 years of marriage, we have never needed to make a major decision.”
A Prophet Without Honor
1. In the "prologue" to his Gospel, John describes the sentiment revealed in Mark’s Gospel: “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown and among their own kin and in their own house,” probably the best when he says: “He came to His, own His own did not want Him.” Mark’s remarks must clearly be seen as the warning and the condemnation. The people of Nazareth did not want to embrace Jesus because they saw Him only a carpenter, the son of Mary and a brother of James, Joses, Judas, Simon, and several of his sisters. John, in his Gospel writes that although Jesus came to “His own,” to the people of Israel, the ones that received the revelation of His coming, they did not accept Him, because He did not fit the concept of the “Messiah” they held to for centuries. Mark in his comments indicates “His own” as the people of Jesus’ hometown, the ones who knew Jesus as someone from the neighborhood and were blinded by their superficial “knowledge” of Him. 
2. Jesus was not the Messiah the Jews envisioned, and they could not see in Him the Messiah, as foretold by God through the prophets, because in their understanding, the “Messiah” would have to possess the superhuman abilities, a sort of what the modern-day commixes’ "super-heroes" possess, the ones who are invincible and all-powerful. When I carefully compare John’s prologue and Mark’s remarks, I see however something more, John’s statement that: “Jesus came to His own” means “all the people of the world,” not only the Jews, for we all are indeed “His own,” being created by Him and in His image. John refers to Jesus by the Greek word “Logos,” pointing out that this “Logos” – this “Word,” existed from “the beginning,” and not only created the world, but also sustained it from “the everlasting,” and will continue of doing so to “the everlasting.” “Jesus came to His own” means that His own are all the people of history, the ones of the past, of the present and of the future. The people of the past were those who received the revelation from God, but rejected Him and instead, created their own system of beliefs, so rigid that nobody was able to fulfill it. “His own” were the people of the present, the present of Jesus' time, those who were able to see Him walking the streets of the towns and the roads of Judea, but failed to see Him for who He was, because they could not shed the idea of Him to be only their neighbor. They rejected Him despite all of His teaching and all of the miracles He they witnessed Him to perform.
3. Jesus came to His own, but as Mark says they “took offense at Him.” They took offense, because they knew Him since His childhood and could not imagined Him to be the “Son of God.” There is nothing different today, the people of John’s and Mark’s future, because our society today, in general, refuses to accept the role of Jesus, and of who He is, because He does not fit the mold of our society’s expectations, just the same as the people of Nazareth. Though we, as the country have never been a truly “Christian” country, because from the beginning the “Founding Fathers” firmly stood on the premises of the separation of the Church and the State, ever since the inception of this country, and even before, from the days of the establishment of the colonies, we were governed, for centuries, by the Judeo-Christian tradition principles, and these principles were the foundation of every code, whether moral, ethical, social, or judicial. This is not the case anymore. Just a few weeks ago, senator Richard Blumenthal a democrat from Connecticut, criticized some of the Supreme Court judges for being supportive of the notion that we, as the society, should embrace the “historical Judeo-Christian values” that were essential in establishing of this country. When the governor of Luisiana signed a new law requiring the Ten Commandments to be displayed in every school, the ACLU with Freedom from Religion organization and a number of Christian and Jewish leaders and parents, filed a law suit against it. This is the view of the modern, woke society, promoted by politicians, educators, entertainers, activists, and journalists. How short indeed is the human memory. Those who oppose the new law have already forgotten that they do even exist and function in this country because of the traditional “Judeo-Christian” tradition values, the United States were established on.  
4. Jesus came to His own, but they disowned Him, and they still do. When Moses brought the “Ten Commandments,” from the Mt. Sinai, he brought the basis of the Supreme Law to the people, but this Law has been largely ignored by them, and subjected to a meticulous “dissection,” reinterpretation and redefinition, by the religious leaders. Although, eventually implemented, in what has become known as the “Mosaic Law,” all these “improvements” and “modifications” led to the situation where to follow the Law has become practically impossible, because many of those “modifications” too often contradicted each other. Today, we see the same contradictions not only in the society, but even in the Church. Some of them lead people to believe that the “Church” is the place for the “righteous” only and not for the sinners. Many modern “churches,” have too often became a place where the arrogant: “thank You, Lord that I am not like this one,” replaces the: “forgive me Lord, for I am a sinner,” attitude. I sometimes wonder, where are the words of Jesus who says: “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me,” or: “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance,” found in these “churches.” I have witnessed too many times the reality where some of the “church’s” rules and regulations excluded people, simply because they were not smart enough, not wealthy enough, not important enough, not talented enough, not influential enough, etc. I experienced many cases where I officiated at the weddings of the couples, because their church would not offer them service, since they already lived together. To these “churches” I simply say: “you will not marry them because they sin, and now when they do want to rectify that you say no, they have to live in sin? Where is the logic in this, and most of all, where is the Christian love?” Yet, such is a very common attitude of many “churches” today.
5. The same also happens in the “churches” where sin is not called a sin anymore, because they do not want to “offend” anyone, so everything is permissible. There is an old Christian tradition that says: “love the sinner, but not the sin,” and although there is not such Scriptural passage explicitly saying so, Jesus said: “Go, and sin no more,” as well as: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” And yet, it has become much easier to embrace sin in the name of equity, diversity, and inclusiveness, than to encourage people not to sin anymore. I’m afraid, if Jesus were to come today, many churches that proudly call themselves “Christian,” would have a difficult time to embrace Him, or even to welcome Him. Nobody can deny that there are churches which created their own interpretations of Scriptures, where the values of religious life becomes once again measured by what and how people do, and not by what Jesus has done, and what He has called us to be. These “churches” measure the type and the form of their service by the sacrifices they bring to God’s altar, but unfortunately, do not understand that what God requires are not the sacrifices, but as David writes in his wonderful Psalm 51: “a broken and contrite heart.” 
6. We, who are Jesus’ own and who belong to Him, are able to say with the author of 48th Psalm: “Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God.” He is the reason why we are here today. He is the reason why we, the people of different backgrounds, even different languages, different natures, and different talents come here with the utmost desire to worship, to serve, and to praise the Lord together. This makes us truly His community, His people, His creation, His own. We are here because Jesus is real to us, and while gathering in His name, we respond to Him. As we belong to Jesus, we belong to the community of His followers, to the Church that embraces His commands and His call to holiness, His call to respect life, call to respect His teaching. We might not be perfect, we may struggle with many issues, we may often feel too inadequate, but we know who our Lord and Savior is, whom we worship and who we want to follow.
7. We live in this world, and we cannot separate ourselves from this world or pretend this world does not influence us, because it does, but we are not to be “of this world,” which means that the set of rules of the world are not ours, the visions of this world are not ours, the goals and pursuits of this world are not ours. As Christ’s followers we are not obligated to follow the rules of the modern society that does not want to offend anyone therefore embraces every idea, whether sinful or not. Instead, we are the ones who must influence the world, influence the politicians like Blumenthal, those who disregard the “Judeo-Christian” values, whoever they might be, even the president. We are to influence the world because we belong to Jesus and our values are based on His call, on His teaching, not on the popular views that the society in search of “freedom” of doing whatever pleases it, embraces. Our world have turned away from God long ago, and wants us to do the same, presenting and seeing God as an outdated concept, concept of the unsophisticated, regressive people. Sometimes, because of the pressures of the world, we may feel as being a Christian is too hard, too difficult, and standing against the proverbial “tide” might be too hard to handle, but it is our responsibility as Jesus’ followers, and if we trust Him, He will help us to succeed.  
8. Belonging to the community of believers, to the community of those who are called the “Children of God,” means to be a part of something much larger and more powerful than anything else. We belong to Him, not to ourselves as modern society fancies and claims to be. What the society says might sound tempting, but in the overall picture it is the vision of loneliness, of separation, of search for egoism, for it is only “us” – “individuals,” who really count in the end. Jesus called us to be truly the part of something meaningful, something important, something that offers an incredible reward. As a part of His Church we are never alone, we are never hopeless, we are never empty. Responding to Jesus Christ means to be able to say: “Lord, I belong to You! Take the whole, not only a part of me. I want to serve you totally and to offer you my all.” Responding to Jesus allows us to reach out to our community, and to the world, because His presence equips us with the most powerful tool of all, the guidance of the Holy Spirit. With Him we are be able, unlike those who reject Jesus, to go to the entire world and to boldly preach the Gospel to the whole of God’s creation.
