See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His Temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of His coming, and who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like washers’ soap; He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and He will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord, as in the old days, and as in former years.                                                                    Malachi 3:1-4 
I thank my God for every remembrance of you, always in every one of my prayers for all of you, praying with joy for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the One who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you because I hold you in my heart, for all of you are my partners in God’s grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the tender affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what really matters, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.        Philippians 1:3-11
Young boy wrote a letter to Santa which said:

   “Dear Santa, you did not bring me anything good last year. You did not bring me anything good the year before that. This is your last chance. 

                                                                    Signed, Alfred.”
Until the Day of Jesus Christ!

1. Every so often I hear about some churches engaging in the centuries old speculations which based on speculations of the so-called Gnostics of the Early Church. They believed that Jesus Christ has already returned and that the Second Coming is the thing of the past. However, whichever way they will slice the theory of Christ’s return in A.D. 70, if you would allow me to imitate the “New Yorker’s” slang, their theory: “does not hold water.” The presumption of Jesus’ Second Coming in the year 70 AD is obviously associated with the destruction of Jerusalem and burning and plunder of the “Second Temple” by the Roman general Titus, but for any biblical scholar it is obvious that this is a total and complete fiction, perpetuated only to lead people away from the Gospel and from the teachings of Jesus Christ. If we were to accept their speculation, it would mean that because Jesus has already returned, His work in us has been completed and there is nothing else we can do, and whatever we do is in vain for the Kingdom of God is already here. What can I say. Just look around, does this world even remotely resembles the glimpse of the “Kingdom of God” here on earth? Is this world peaceful and loving where sin is no more present? I don’t think so.
2. Consider Paul’s words to the Philippians: “I am certain that He who begun a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus Christ.” His words mean that Jesus’ work must be carried on by all believers until His return, until what we often refer to as His “Second Coming.” Advent is this time when from many pulpits we hear the message assuring people that as the Messiah has come in the “First Christmas,” so He will also do so in His “Second Coming,” but at the time that is known to God according to what Jesus said. The “Gnostics,” who created the idea of Christ already returning, formed their narrative sometime between 2nd and 3rd century, as their way to sway people from the true message of the Gospel and place them in the grip of the “human philosophy,” immersed in “sophia,” the human “wisdom.” The true believers however very well know that accepting Jesus Christ as a Lord and Savior was just the beginning, not the end of the pilgrimage here on earth. As with every journey there are many obstacles to experience, and to reach to the new destination along the way, one needs to continually grow, otherwise the life’s journey is pointless..
3. We became God’s children, born of the Spirit and ready to grow not because we were born into the “Christian home,” but because we heard God’s calling. Being confronted with our own weaknesses, with our own sinfulness, and recognizing of being entangled in the web of deception and evil’s autocracy, we embraced Christ as the “One” who has shown us the way out, offered us forgiveness and a new life. In this very moment we entered into the relationship allowing God to work in us. We have not, however, completed our journey yet, but as Paul indicates, this was just the first step in the journey of life and growth.  Allowing Christ to reside in our heart, to speak to us, teaching, guiding, and protecting us, we joined with an immeasurable number of those who embraced Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Those who are not a part of the family of God because they do not want to embrace Him, cannot understand the importance of God in one’s life, and instead they create the number of venues where they seek their substitutes for God. 
4. At the same time we need to recognize the existence of others, who initially stepped “into the light,” but eventually embraced their own importance and the human “sophia,” the “love of wisdom,” what we know as the “philosophy.” In result they created a multitude of religious sects, most of them “quasi Christian” including what is known as the ideology of humanism, which cannot comprehend the greatness and the importance of God, because doing so involves a healthy dose of humility. Humility however does not have a place in “man-made,” therefore this ideology can’t comprehend God. Human ideologies want to model Him in their likeness or the likeness of their ideology. Just as the Greeks did creating their “Olympus” with the gods possessing all of the human traits, not able to be truly “Divine.” My “Biblical Greek” professor told us that we will not know Greek until we dream in Greek. He was very right. Until I was able to think and to dream in English I could not truly master the language. Until people allow God to occupy their hearts, they will never understand Him, no matter how much “human wisdom” they may possess.  
5. God teaches us every day and every day allows us to draw closer to Him thus to influence the world which surrounds us, but only if we let Him to truly occupy our hearts. I heard so many of our leaders, especially the politicians, claiming to embrace the teachings of Jesus Christ, but unwilling to act according to what their faith teach them, claiming that their position does not allow them to do so. By doing so they create their own “ideology” and follow it. As the result of such views when we look around and study the world around, we know that this world needs to be transformed, restored as it is no longer the world God created. Our modern world is not the world of peace and tranquility. This is not the world without tears and without pain. This is not the world resembling, even faintly of the Kingdom of God. This is however the world where God’s work must be done, where we must grow and mature and as Christ’s followers must transform, even if through small and seemingly insignificant steps. One day this work will be no longer needed, and when this will happen the Kingdom of God will truly prevail and only then our work will be finally completed.
6. As the children of God we may look back to the moment of meeting with Jesus and easily recognize that since then we have grown tremendously but we also know that we still need to grow. I enjoy quoting Socrates, the ancient Greek philosopher, for he was able to comprehend what we as Christ’s own have discovered: “I know that I know nothing.” Only a humble man, a man of a great wisdom can subscribe to such words. Translating Socrates words into the Christian life we may only conclude with the Apostle Paul: “For now we see only a reflection, as in a mirror, but then we will see face to face. (1 Corinthians 13:12) As the children of God we see that the moment when we were saved from the penalty of sin and entered into a special relationship with God gave us a sense of security and assurance: “since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we gained an access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.” (Romans 5:1-2) So, as the Children of God we continue our journey of growth and maturity, until the day comes when we will not need to, but today is not such day.
7. When we accepted Jesus as our Savior, He took care of all our needs and He will continue to take care of us, according to His words: “until the end of times,” or as Paul writes: “until the completion of His work on the day of Jesus Christ.” Just as God took care of the Hebrews wondering the Sinai desert for 40 years, so does Jesus take care of His own. He has always delivered us from evil, even if sometimes we were not so certain we wanted this. He will always deliver us from the influence of evil and help to restore us when we fall into the Satan’s traps. At the same time God is the “One” who developed in us a sense and a need to search for the lost ones and for reaching out to them with the message of the Gospel. He continues to perfect His love in us, to increase His wisdom in as well as to strengthen our faith and our obedience to Him. I consider myself well educated and a “philosopher” as well, however I also know and accept that my knowledge although quite vast is but a drop in the ocean of knowledge and wisdom. I also humbly admit that there is still so much I need to learn from God to successfully serve Him and those around me. 
8. Nobody may admit to have reached to the top of their abilities or to the end of their spiritual growth and maturity. Nobody can say that the work which God began when they embraced Him is finished. No matter where we are and what is the stage of our spiritual growth, we still need to grow even more, to grow in faith, in love, and in the obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is tough, but as Klinger commenting on love said: “this is tough,” Colonel Potter added: “It’s a murder.” The day of Christ’s coming is still ahead, and in this time of Advent we need to focus on the importance of His coming as well as the assurance that He will come. Then and only then we will be able to say that the work of God in us has been completed, but not before! Christ’s Second Coming is yet to be completed, and until then our ministry in this world is not. Nonetheless, Jesus is coming!
