If then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others.
                                                                                                                                           Philippians 2:1-4
“I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As You, Father, are in me and I am in You, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that You have sent me. The glory that You have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and You in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that You have sent me and have loved them even as You have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom You have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which You have given me because You loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the world does not know You, but I know You, and these know that You have sent me. I made Your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which You have loved me may be in them and I in them.”                                                                                                               John 17:20-26
During Sunday school, the teacher asked her class of first graders if anyone could describe a Christian. A little boy quickly raised his hand and stated: “Christians are nice people who never complain, argue, or talk back.” He then added: “My Daddy is a good Christian, but my Mommy isn’t.”
You know, the children indeed say the darndest things.
being like-minded
1.There is an old lesson taught in many cultures of the world, and this lesson has one common denominator. It teaches: “if you have one stick in the hand, the stick may be easily broken, but the bunch of the same sticks will not be broken so easily.” United group of people is stronger than the mightiest man standing alone. What may be true about the message of this old lesson is certainly true about the Church. Writing to the Philippians Paul realized that the church in Philippi was unique because of the variety of its members. For example, among those who worshippers in that Church was Lydia, a Christian convert from Judaism, Lydia was a rich and a successful business woman. There was also  a young slave girl, most likely a Greek, who was healed by the apostle Paul from being possessed by the evil spirit. There was also a jailer there, most certainly a Roman, who, while guarding the imprisoned Paul and Sylas, accepted Jesus Christ, following the earthquake which destroyed the jail. Finaly, there were Euodia and Syntyche, two women whose names are associated with disagreement because of the argument they had, but most importantly, altogether with Lydia they served a leadership role within the Philippian church
2. It is very likely that many other people of many different backgrounds and ethnicities might have joined this church and Paul understood it would be quite a task to unite them all. Therefore, this is exactly what he stressed: "make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind." Our effectiveness as the Church is determined by our inner personal qualities, not by the outward abilities or prominence. God is not impressed by how smart we are or by how talented we are. He is not concerned with how much knowledge, even of the Scriptures we possess, or by how well we sing, play an instrument, teach, or preach. What God is impressed with is a “heart” that is completely dedicated to Him. What God is interested is whether the character of Jesus Christ is formed in us and if in life, we are becoming more and more like Him. These are important issues for God and we all must ask ourselves if we are “right” on the inside. The best way to tell whether we are, is by answering the simple questions: “Do I pull together with other Christians or am I hard to get along with? Am I looking for ways to work together with others even when we disagree on some issues? Do I find myself giving strokes or pokes? Do people have to bend over backwards to please me? Do I generally think the best or worst of others?” All these are important questions, and we must be on guard to make sure that our answers reveal what's going on with us on the inside. 
3. Our “insight” determines our effectiveness as Christians and as the Church. I have always been amazed at how effective the many cults are. In many cases, the message they preach and teach is far more difficult to accept than the Christian message, and yet they are successful in bringing people in. In my view, their success might be only attributed to their unified position. They are uncompromisingly united. They pull together. They have a shared vision, a common goal, and a singular purpose. And they go after their goal with unadulterated zeal. Unfortunately, what many people experience today in so many churches, is not a unity of the Spirit but the diversity. The society teaches the acceptance of the diversity, which might often even be a positive sign, but when diversity encroaches upon Christian teaching and disregards the biblical message of the Gospel, it leads into the wrong direction and must be abandoned and discarded. As Christian we cannot compromise the teaching of Jesus, for there are not “many ways to salvation,” as some would like to believe. There is only one Way, the Truth, and the Life, and this one is found in, and through Jesus Christ. 
4. Unfortunately, many people today experience the uncertainty of the purpose, and the ambiguity of the basic premises of their faith, which result in a discord that flows from the conflicting desires. This is not a new issue, it existed already in the Early Church, but this is a serious problem since the work of Christ is always hindered when the disagreements present themselves in the Church. Therefore Paul offers a number of proposals, as he writes: "If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete… look not to your own interests but to the interests of others" Jesus Christ encouraged, comforted, and brought us into the eternal fellowship with Him and the Father. We are not alone anymore because in Jesus Christ we are the members of an incredible family, and we are assured that through the Holy Spirit we are in the communion with our Lord. What we received in Christ gives us a clear vision and we must be thankful and grateful for everything God has done for us. In the end, God's blessings overcome any negative tensions we may ever have.
5. "… being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose." I believe that what Paul stresses in his message is our resolve. This “resolve” for the Church of Jesus Christ must be in staying one with and in the Spirit and remain one purpose. After all, wasn't this what Jesus prayed for in the garden of Gethsemane when He said: "I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in me, and I in You, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that You have sent me.” If we want people to believe that God the Father sent His Son to us, we need to demonstrate to them our unity not our diversity. This is a great challenge, and we must work hard to achieve it. It may often be a difficult task, but it is the task that is required of all of us if we want to honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
6. "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit…" We often are our own worst enemies when through the selfish desires we try stop God’s presence in our midst. Our "I want…" or "in my opinion…" makes us often to focus more on ourselves, on our importance, our fortitude, and desires, rather than on God's will. God has proven to us, over and over again, that His love is selfless and does not center on Him. Instead, He focuses on our needs and on us as the individuals and as the community. I heard many stories of the devastation occurring in churches because some members preferred to see the church operate according to their wants and wishes, so, they rammed their views at no matter what the cost. The two of the deadliest forces at work in the church are: “selfishness and pride,” yet, tragically, many people will never admit that these two forces are at work in them. They may be at work in the “other guy,” but not in them. Yet, in the book of Proverbs 13:10 we read: " Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is with people who take advice." Wherever the quarreling exists, pride is most certainly present, and the Scriptures clearly state that we must resist all the selfishness and pride in our attitudes and in our actions. Selfishness never brings people together, on the contrary, it only drives them apart.
7. So, Paul concludes: "… in humility consider others better than yourselves." Humility is the quality which probably is the most difficult to attain. Our modern society considers humility as a negative attribute and nobody wants to be humble, no matter what. Yet, in the words of the apostle Paul this is exactly what delivers us from being selfish and proud. In our modern reality, it is almost next to impossible to be humble and we indeed need Jesus to offer us enough strength to be humble and to exercise with humility the ability to see ourselves as we really are in the eyes of God. Humility tells us that we are no better than anyone else and allow us to reach out to others. Only with humility we may witness to our friends, our neighbors, and acquaintances, because as we bow down before our living God and acknowledge Him as the Lord over our lives, we may truly be able to surrender to His will. After all, deep down in our hearts we know how much we owe Him and how insignificant we are indeed. Only when our hearts are right before God we may see others as valuable to Him as much as we are. Only when practicing humility, we may be able to recognize others and ourselves from the proper and true perspective. 
8. “Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others.” The mark of a true Christian is that we are to genuinely love one another. Jesus told us to love one another so others may know that we belong to Him. If we care for one another we want to do what we can to help one another, to encourage one another, to understand one another, and to motivate one another to trust the Lord and to follow Him. The example of our Lord should be the driving force behind our desires to serve others, just as He did it. In turn, God will look out for us. Standing united, the disciples were empowered with something incredible, they received the Holy Spirit and as we read in the book of Acts: "And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the word of God with boldness. Now, the company of those who believed were of one heart and soul and no one said that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything in common." The unity in the spirit brings strength and the ability to change what seem unchangeable. Let's pray then, that as His disciples, we may boldly and with humility, speak the word of God to the surrounding world devoid of God, by our society’s choice, and may we be able to reintroduce Jesus Christ to the world that desperately needs Him. 

