Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity and in whose spirit there is no deceit. While I kept silent, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said: “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and You forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to You; at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with glad cries of deliverance. I will instruct You and teach You the way You should go; I will counsel You with my eye upon You. Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near You. Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.                                                                                                                       Psalm 32
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we no longer know Him in that way. So, if anyone is in Christ, that one is a new creation: everything old has passed away; look, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making His appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the One who knew no sin to be sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Five-year-old Brian had a pivotal verse to recite in an Easter program: “He is not here, He is risen.” Unfortunately, he could not remember what to say, and the director had to quietly remind him of his line. He then confidently grabbed the microphone and triumphantly shouted: “He’s not here; He’s in prison!”
Well, English language is indeed sometimes quite complicated.
What Do You Need?
1. “What Do You Need?” The title of my message comes from the movie “The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug,” based on J.R.R. Tolkien novel, and is the question Beor asked of Gandalf, the dwarfs, and Bilbo. “What Is that we need?” might be one of the most important questions we may ask ourselves as well. Each and every one of us may offer a different answer, but there is one element that I believe must be considered by all of us, especially if we are the followers of Jesus Christ: “Who indeed do we need to have a successful life?” As children, very early in life, we discover that we need to be loved and that we need friends. Later on in life, we may start focusing more on what our material and professional needs might be, but we also soon discover that we still need friends. But even more and I believe the most we all need in life, is the presence of Jesus Christ, if we are to really experience the meaningful life. Our secular society might negate this, but the reality of life clearly shows that without Christ, His love for us as the species, we will eventually hate each other, compete with each other, and try to destroy each other, and most of the times this happens because we believe to be better, wiser, and smarter than everyone else. We see this in politics, in competing businesses, in many athletic endeavors, and the list is almost endless. 
2. As we grow up, we start to focus on the material possessions, on the education, on the social status, and the professional position, and eventually simply on our health, but all these are secondary if we are alienated from one another and most of all from God. The “digital socialization” so prominent today, introduced the proliferation of people’s interest in the “social media” over the past couple of decades, especially among the many younger generations, depraving and devoid them of the ability to acquire the real life social skills of communication, because these skills are not a part of the ”electronic communication world.” In result, the friendships as they used to be, do not truly exist, because the skills to develop them were never exercised. As a result, the social skills were lost because they were never necessary. And yet, I believe that one of the most important needs we as the species have, is to develop “friendships,” to have around us other people who share their lives with us. In what is now a Christmas classic: “It’s a Wonderful Life,” Clarence, the guardian angel of George Bailey, gifts him a book with a dedication that reads: "Remember, George: no man is a failure who has friends." Some may see this inscription as just a statement, and an old idiom, but in reality, sooner or later, no matter what we have, what we achieved or who we are, we realize that anything we possess pales in comparison to having friends. Most of all, the same principle, but even in more profound way, applies to having God in our life. 
3. Our modern society, especially the generations we call the “Millennials” or the “Z generation,” need to develop the relationships which are true and real, not the ones which are found on the social media or in some other “digital world” form. To achieve this though, they need to completely transform the ways they communicate with others. They need to be “remade,” and “renewed.” As Christians we know how important it is to have the intimate relationship with God and the same principle applies to the relationships we need to have with others. Paul writes: “So, if anyone is in Christ, that one is a new creation: everything old has passed away; look, new things have come into being!”  His relationship with the people in the church in Corinth was an important one, and while writing his letter he shared how much he loved them. His writings indicate that the Church in Corinth responded to Paul with the same form of love as he offered them, for in Jesus Christ we indeed all experience the love that brought us together as His Church. To love one another is the evidence that we belong to Jesus Christ because love is the work of God placed in our hearts. God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. (Romans 5:5) From the moment we became Christians, God teaches us to love one another.
4. In fact, Jesus said that our love for one another is the evidence of our relationship with Him. He said in John 13:34-35: "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." What is so especially important and powerfully emphasized by Jesus is this: "by this all men will know." The love of one another is the evidence of our discipleship but when we love one another we do so not only in the words but in our actions. Paul was letting the Corinthians know how he loved them, and his words mattered. In what we know as the “Ode to love,” the 13th chapter of the 1st Letter to the Corinthians, he beautifully defined love, what it does and where does it come from. Although he wrote his letter while in Macedonia, what he wrote was directed to the Church in Corinth and eventually by the association, to all Christians. Paul knew it was important to offer them encouragement, so, he delivers his encouraging message, proving that spiritually he is with them, right where they are.
5. We all need to be encouraged at times, and as the Church we have the means to do this by simply supporting one another. The Corinthians as much as we needed to be encouraged. How do we feel when someone responds to us with the statements such as these: "Great job!" "I really appreciate what you did.” "You’re a really smart person." "You are really good at that." "You look good today." How do such statements make you feel? Do they make you feel good, bad, or indifferent? Sometimes people pretend that the words do not matter but the truth is that we all need to hear the affirming words, the words that encourage us and build us up. There is a great power in the words of encouragement. Words are indeed powerful, they can make us feel good, but they can also hurt, and we must be very careful of “what” and “how” we say.
6. The way of showing our love for others is in what we do, in our actions. John said: My children, we should love people not only with words and talk, but by our actions and true caring. (1 John 3:18) Words are wonderful, but words alone are not enough. We certainly need to say that we love someone, but if this is all we do our words will soon become rather meaningless, if not suspicious. Just like what Hamlet meant when he said: “Words, words, words.” Or what Mother Theresa said when asked: “Mother Theresa, how can you work with the AIDS patients? and replied: ‘How can you not?’” If we are not really doing anything to prove we truly mean what we say, our words become just the words as in the statement by  Eliza in George Bernard’s Shaw’s “Pygmalion,” in response to the letters of Freddy:   

Words! Words! I’m so sick of words!
Don’t talk of stars burning above,
If you’re in love, show me!
Don’t talk of love lasting through time.
Make me no undying vow, show me now!

If we want to really show our love it must be done by our actions. We all know the old axiom: “actions speak louder than words.” It’s true. We need not to say it only, but we need to show it, to prove that we mean what we say. If we love others we must show our love by doing something, but this does not have to be a “grandiose” action; it could be just a small gestion, a small act of kindness. It is especially important for us men,  because we have the tendencies to do the big things and often want to substitute one big thing for many small ones. In reality we get into trouble because we do not do the small things.  I know this, because I have done it myself. What we need is to consider the little things that will be a blessing to others and in turn to us. If we want to be a blessing, we need to show our love by what we do, not only what we say. 
7. A friend of mine used to say: "The best is the enemy of good." I do not, however, believe that he was right, although I know what he meant. Just as when we say: “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” I believe that the opposite however is true. When we substitute the will of God with “the good” but not “the best,” we accept the “status quo” as a norm, and it becomes the enemy of the best, for to fulfill the will of God is always the best! If we want to experience the fullness of what God has prepared for us, we must choose “the best,” not simply “the good.” As Christians we are to be conformed to the image of Christ, and we are to reflect His nature and His character through our lives. If we care for others we will want them to be more like Jesus and when we reach out to others we introduce them to Christ’s love. We can clearly see how this love is needed in our modern, pluralistic world, devoid of God by the world’s own choosing. Our love needs to grow, our priorities need to be in order, our hearts need to be right with God, and our behavior needs to reflect all that. Jesus said: "Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16) 
8. As Christians we are to praise God and if the people see us and what we do, how we love and care for one another, they will glorify God as well, and we will be certain that our lives made a difference. We need to care for one another and in result of that our lives will be filled with good works. Not that the good works will lead us into Heaven, but these works will be the reflection of who we are and what are our values. When we care for one another our lives glorify God. When we love one another we become a blessing, and we make a difference in other people’s lives. Let us show God’s love in us; let us show it not only through our words, but through our actions, our principles, and priorities. When we do this, we will indeed positively impact others, and they will gladly see us coming to them. We will become a true encouragement to them and our life will make a difference in their lives. Let us all be the blessing to those around us, not only in our homes, but in our workplaces, schools, and communities. This is indeed what we need to lead a successful and blessed life. 
