Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long. Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish. Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the strangers; He upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked He brings to ruin. The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord!
Psalm 146
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. And this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. Little children, you are from God and have conquered them, for the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore, what they say is from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us, and whoever is not from God does not listen to us. From this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

1 John 4:1-6
In the old days when the revival meetings were often held the evangelist invited people to come forward if they wanted someone to pray for them The burly guy came forward and said to the evangelist: “Reverend, I need you to pray for my hearing.” The minister quickly placed his hands over the man’s ears and prayed fervently for restored hearing. When he finished praying, he looked the man squarely in the eyes and loudly asked: “How’s your hearing now?” The man equally loudly responded: “I don’t know yet, Preacher. My hearing ain’t until next Wednesday at the courthouse.”
Don’t Believe Everything You Hear
 1. It was the 1990’s and I was still serving a congregation in Ontario, Canada when I came across an article which was not really surprising but still disturbing to me. The author of the article wrote that the United Church of Canada just issued a new policy, making a mandatory background check for their pastors to occur every three years, in order to determine whether they committed any criminal or sexual offences. Since then, many churches in several denominations have implemented the same sort of policy in various form or shape. As I said, this policy disturbed me, but did not surprise me, simply because far too many and far too often, the different forms of abuses were committed by the clergy of numerous denominations all over the world. What indeed disturbed me then, and still disturbs me now, is the fact that the clergy of various denominations may not be trusted anymore. This leads me to question what is happening with the true meaning of what being a Christian is all about? How can the Church leaders convey the biblical truth if they cannot be trusted anymore?
2. We all know that many politicians and many lawyers often have a spine as flexible as that of a snake, and this could be seen in a way they traverse through their lives intertwining the truth with the lie, but can a truly spiritual leader act and function in the same way and be as much spineless as these lawyers and politicians? Lies, innuendos, half-truths, slanders, in no way may be the way of Christ and most certainly are not to be practiced by any Christian. We not only have an important task to perform, but we have an obligation to clearly discern between the truth and the lie and hold only to the truth. If we are unable to discern what is the truth and what is the lie, we will easily be led astray by any dishonest leader. If the spiritual leaders cannot discern between the truth and the lie, how can they play a leadership role and how can they teach the average Church members the difference between the good and the evil? It is regrettable, but even the Church History acknowledges the great number of Church leaders who over the centuries ignored that distinction, beginning already in the early Church with arise of the so-called “Gnostics,” who created the false doctrines and established the false religious views based on a reason. As it happens, the same is still true today. We may see this in the great number of Church leaders who instead of embracing the Scriptures, embrace the “wishy-washy,” “touch-feely” “man-made” ideologies. As the true Church, we must recognize them, confront them, and speak against them, because in the end these false “Christians” not only stain the entire Church body, but diminish the meaning and values of the true Christianity.
3. As we confront these “ideologies” and these leaders, we cannot rely solely on our intellectual resolve, nor we can trust only our “gut feelings.” We must combine our intellect with our knowledge of the Scriptures, and we must allow the Holy Spirit to lead us into understanding of them. To be able to do this we must truly “study” the Scriptures and not to rely only on the “once a week,” Sunday Service “Scripture Readings,” and the interpretations of them offered by the preacher. John encourages us to test the Spirits and in other words, he wants us to be skeptical, but in a positive rather than a negative sense. We must not believe everything we hear, even when it “supposedly” comes “from the Lord,” as some “manipulative, spiritual leaders” may try to convince us of. If we use only our intellect it will allow us to create a dogma, but this dogma will often quench the Spirit, and this is what often happens when the “man-created” views are embraced at the face value. If we rely on the “feelings” only, we will become prone to being controlled by the emotional concept introduced by the manipulative speakers, whoever they may be, or may be manipulated by our current emotional state. Over the years, every so often I received an e-mail encouraging me to sign some sort of petition against a supposedly important issue being pursued, but my experience taught me to thoroughly examine any issue presented to me, before I even attempt to endorse anything. I do this because there are too many the so-called “urban legends” circulating on the “social media” and embraced in many circles, and these “legends” are often seen by many as true and real. So, I do examine them because of what the Apostle John warns while he says: “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God.” Just because something comes from within the Church does not mean it is from God.
4. Some people may argue that if we try to evaluate everything we hear, we are often unable to do so because no matter what, we are limited in our knowledge and understanding of many issues, but for me this is one of the “myths” created and introduced to the humanity by Satan. Today, it is a common knowledge that the Church for centuries took away the privilege of studying the Scriptures by common folks because, according to the Church leaders, the “common folks” were “unable to comprehend the Scriptures” arguing that an average person is not able to “understand the Word of God.” Because of that view, the Church was able to keep the people in darkness and under total control for centuries, until Martin Luther broke off with the Church’s claim. The Second Vatican Council which convened in 1962 and ended in 1965, finally recognized this as true, and took that prohibition off of the books. We do not need the formal “theological education” to discern what is a true and what is a false teaching. We do not need a special degree to understand what the Scriptures tell us, we need the power and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, and He will give it to us what we need it.  
5. The Bible clearly indicates that we have to “test the Spirits,” and we can test them only on the basis of our knowledge and of our understanding of the Scriptures, which come only through the study of the Bible. God do not worry that we will not be able to comprehend the biblical truth because He send us the Holy Spirit as the Helper, the Guide who will lead us through as we study the Word of God. I think Gamaliel in Acts 5:38-39 said it best: “Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” Charles H. Spurgeon said that “Jesus Christ is the sum and the substance of theology.” Therefore, following what Spurgeon said,  Jesus is ultimately the central focus of everything that God has done, God is doing, and God is going to do. Spurgeon learned this from John who said that Christ is the key to discerning what is and what isn’t true: “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” There are many valid points in the “Jehova’s Witnesses” teachings, but we know that they are a cult simply because they deny Christ’s Divinity. Many Christians hold to the beliefs that are very close to the biblical truth, but the fact that their views do not focus on the person of Jesus Christ but on the doctrine which is important to them, shows that their teaching is false and their spirit is not of God.
6. The Good News is about Jesus and Christianity is about Jesus Christ’s death and Resurrection, His human birth, and His Second Coming. Christianity is about Jesus born as a baby of a virgin Mary and being simultaneously “human” and “divine.” It is about His life without sin, His life of perfection and purity, His life of miracles and teachings. In His life we see His divinity, and in His death, we see His humanity. The Cross has become a central message of His life because His life focused on His death and on His sacrifice on our behalf. His Resurrection became a focal point of His teaching because it proves that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. His prophetic message of a Second Coming offers us hope and encouragement. It all matters. It matters what we believe about Him. John says that Jesus is the key to recognizing the Spirit of God because the Spirit of God will always testify about Jesus being our Christ and will always point to Him. We must beware when anything, but Christ, is being exalted. We must beware when other things besides Christ are the prominent features of any teaching, no matter who the “teacher” of this might be. 
7. As Christians following the biblical teachings of Jesus Christ, we are able to discern who teaches the false doctrine and who truly teaches Christ crucified. We have the ability to see the false teachers and the false prophets even if they themselves truly and firmly believe to be right. We are able to see and to discern because when Jesus lives in us, He is greater than any other teacher. When Christ lives in us, He allows us to understand the Scriptures and He helps us to recognize the Spirits. Again, it was John who says: “They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.” We need not fear the dose of healthy skepticism concerning the claims of others. Remember, the best measure of anything being of God’s origin is found in the answers to such questions as: “Does this glorify Jesus Christ? Does this teaching offers glory to God? Is this teaching focusing on Christ and His cross or is it focusing on the interpreter?” Only the teachings that are consistent with what Jesus said and did while pointing to Him are true and worthy to follow. If someone else, or something else, no matter how relevant it may currently seem to be is being taught as a primary goal, it is a false and corrupt view. We must test the Spirits and not to be afraid to ask, even the “Christian” spiritual leaders: “Where are you coming from and where are you leading those who follow your teaching?” 
8. Remember, Jesus is always the only key, and Jesus is the only meaningful measure of what the true message is. Not us, humans, no matter what our position, our background or our educational status might be. In 2002 a little article in the USA today said: An NBA game between the Houston Rockets and Golden State Warriors was stopped for about five minutes because of a bat that was swooping over the court and flying uncomfortably close to some of the players. The bat was finally caught in a net and released outside. One of the homiletics professors sharing this story with his students commented: Just as a little bat could disrupt an entire game, so a simple sin can stop the productive life of a Christian. When we place a “man-made” ideology before Jesus’ teachings, we allow the “little bat” to disrupt and to control our life.










