In You, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In Your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline Your ear to me and save me. Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me, for You are my rock and my fortress. Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. For You, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my youth. From my birth I have leaned upon You, my protector since my mother’s womb. My praise is continually of You. 

                                                                                                                                                 Psalm 71:1-6
If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions and if I hand over my body so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see only a reflection, as in a mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
     A married couple had a quarrel and ended up giving each other the silent treatment. Two days into their mute argument, the man realized he needed his wife’s help. In order to catch a flight to Chicago for a business meeting, he had to get up at 5 a.m.
Not wanting to be the first to break the silence, he wrote on a piece of paper: “Please wake me at 5 a.m.”

     The next morning the man woke up only to discover his wife was already out of bed, it was 9 a.m., and his flight had long since departed. He was about to find his wife and demand an answer for her failings when he noticed a piece of paper by the bed. He read, “It’s 5 a.m. Wake up.”
The Supreme Gift
1. There is an old, humorous story circulating among the divinity schools students regarding the creation of the divisions of the biblical books into the chapters and verses. In the original Hebrew and Greek texts there are no such divisions, and creation of chapters is attributed to Stephen Langton, a 12th-century English scholar and clergyman, while inclusion of the verses is attributed to Robert Stephanus, a French printer. As the story goes, Stephanus apparently decided to add verses into his Greek and Latin translations “during a horseback journey to Paris and while bouncing along, quill in hand, thinking: “This seems like the perfect time to organize Scriptures.” Whether or not that tale is true, it’s been passed down and still circulates in the theological circles. It obviously is a humorous look into the creation of the chapters and verses for the biblical references, but sometimes if a verse break ever feels a bit awkward, try to imagine Stephanus jolted by a pothole on the road to Paris, and thus marking a new verse. With such a view, it may seem as that story might have some sense. When we read the 13th chapter of the First Letter to the Corinthians, we clearly see that chapter 13 is a continuation of Paul's words from chapter 12 which then also continues in chapter 14. In this letter Paul challenges the Corinthians, and subsequently us, to discover the special “spiritual gifts” that help us, as much today as they helped the “Early Church,” to establish the “Church” and to introduce the concept of God's Kingdom, here on earth. These special “spiritual gifts,” were and are to serve not only the individuals, but the entire Church. As Christ’s Church, our responsibility is to reach out to the people and to introduce the concept of the Kingdom of God and not only as the eternal one, but the tangible one, here and now. 
2.  Even if some people today want to deny this, we as the species were created by God, in spite of all the objections by the “modern, enlightened society.” What in my book however is even more important, is that many Christians today seem to follow the same view as the society and often do not want to admit that we need God, much less are willing to admit to be called by God to serve Him by reaching out to the world which is aimlessly wondering into the “unidentified” future. What is disturbing is that today, many Christians became so “self-absorbed” and so “self-important” that the role bestowed upon the Church by Jesus Christ has been deemed irrelevant by them since they too embrace the modern humanity’s view that we have “our own ideas” of what really is important, and not necessarily what God deems to be important. I do not deny that it is important for anyone to “self-improve” in every possible aspect, including intellectually, but only the ignorant ones would deny that it is equally important to grow not only intellectually but also spiritually, and not only as the individuals but also as the congregations. Our first and foremost important responsibility is commanded to us by Jesus, and it is to deliver the message of the Gospel to the “spiritually dead” world. 
3. According to Apostle Paul, the spiritual gifts offered us by the Holy Spirit, were given to us not only to understand the reason why Jesus had to die on the cross of Calvary, but also to help us to share this truth with others. Writing to the Corinthians, Paul says that what is the most important of all the spiritual gifts, is a pure and true love. He says: “…if I speak in tongues; …if I have the gift of prophecy; …if I can fathom all mysteries and knowledge; …if I have faith to move mountains; …if I give all I possess to the poor; …if I surrender my body to flames; …but have not love, I gain nothing;” or as it is stated more precisely in Greek: “…I am nothing.” As Christ’s “Church” we often pride ourselves with possessing some of these gifts and often emphasize some of them as the most important ones, but Paul is blunt: “Without love, none of these gifts are worth of anything.” Love is not only the key element that keeps all of us, who are the building blocks of the Kingdom of God together, but also helps us to truly care for others, especially those who are spiritually lost, if not dead. 
4. Nobody can say that “his” or “her” spiritual gift is more important than any other, or that “his” or “her” ideology is the only one true and the one valid. Who indeed may say that the only spiritual gift worth pursuing, or the idea they propose, is "the one” particularly important? Since when the so-called “social gospel” overrides Jesus’ message or impose the idea of embracing “sin” and sinful actions as important and valid simply because these are culturally and socially acceptable? In reality such views may only devalue and ignore the true message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And yet, this is exactly what many churches including UCC do it. Make no mistake, whenever we come across the statement that we “need” or “must” or “should” have one particular spiritual gift, or to follow one particular “man-made” ideology, this is a false idea, one that limits the power of the Holy Spirit and consequently limits us in our ministry as Christ’s representatives. Through the gift of love we love the sinner but hate the sin, but that love does not absolve us to the point that we embrace sin. Love will not lead us to judging others, but love will expose sin for what it is. And true love will not remain silent or be complacent.
5. As Christ’s followers we must strive to possess this “Supreme Gift,” and it is the one that is not only worth looking for but worth possessing. Jesus Himself said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” In reality true love must often be expressed as the “tough love” and sometimes it is necessary for some to truly learn their lesson the “hard way.” The “love” Paul speaks about is not only to be directed to the believers, but also to the lost, the sinful, the wondering, and only God can teach and implement such love in us, and only through the intervention of the Holy Spirit. This true love may require a “tough” approach, the confrontation of the sinfulness and ignorance, but as Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans: “How will they know without someone telling them?” (Romans 10:14) So, sometimes our role requires us to fulfill the will of God by not hiding or “spinning” the truth, but to expose sin and falsehood. We are not to be the “politicians” or the “lawyers,” shrewd, crooked, and accommodating, but we are to be Christ’s “ambassadors,” Christ’s representatives, proclaiming His truth, not our ideology, and uncovering sin rather than masking it. However, this is only possible when we possess true love, God given and God controlled love, because as the species we are not loving but judgmental and quick to hurt others. 
6. As Paul unravel true love in this beautiful passage, he emphasizes the extraordinary qualities of that love. First, as he uses the Greek word “agape,” to describe the type of love he writes about for in Greek the word “agape,” refers to the form of love that is selflessly sacrificial, unconditional, and universal. Not based on emotions, but on a deliberate choice of embracing God's love for humanity. It is considered the highest form of love, exemplified by God's sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the sake of us all. The other words we translate into English as love may include metaphysical ideas and the word “psyche” which is also translated as love, is one of them. Love according to what Paul writes, is an element of one's character that may not only be developed but may also continually grow. It is a choice that we make, and it is not just an emotional or philosophical treat. It is “love” focused on others, willing to wait even when we are in a hurry. In the world where everything is either “fast” like food, or “instant” like a “coffee” or the “microwavable meals,” where the crime is solved within an hour-long show, where we can communicate instantaneously with anyone across the globe, patience is more than just a virtue, it is the quality almost lost and nearly impossible to resurrect. Our world is in such a rush that nobody wants to wait to the point that even I find myself impatient rushing to get somewhere or to complete certain tasks. 
7. Have anyone of you tried to teach a child to do something and tried to do so impatiently? Any parent who tried to do so knows that the results are always disastrous. Love requires patience in all cases, the love of children or of spouses, the love of siblings, or other Christians and it is also true about love for the lost ones of this world. The true love is always patient, always kind, never brags and is never arrogant. As Christ’s own we must learn to be patient and kind, not to brag and not to be arrogant. After all, who among us possessed all the wisdom, all the knowledge, and the command of all the spiritual gifts? I find it fascinating to see how Paul perfectly differentiates love from all the other spiritual gifts when he writes that they all will disappear one day, but even if this will happen on the day of rapture or when we will find ourselves finally in God's Heavenly Kingdom, love will remain and will keep us going, for love is as eternal as God. After all, God is love. 
8. We are God's children growing maturing, and learning. Every child goes through the process of growth and learns the different steps along the way. As the Church we go through the same process of spiritual growth. Yet do we learn only for ourselves? Do we learn only because we want to separate from all other people and to live in a solitude? Or do we learn to the part of something the larger, part of the society where we can use what we learned and be productive members of that society? Whatever this society may be, we must function as one of many parts, like one of many blocks, one of many bricks. Paul writes about seeing a “poor reflection” as the reflection of the world with us right in the middle of it. It is an imperfect world, an imperfect society, even an imperfect Church. All because people do not want or are unwilling to learn and to grow. It is because the society prefers their own ideologies, philosophies, man-made religions as means of salvation. Even as Christians we are only partially winning the battle our understanding is only partial because we are still in the process of learning the true love, love that is personified in Jesus Christ who loved us so much that He went to the cross for us.
9. In all of this we are left with love, which is not selfish or not rude, love that does not remember any wrongs but on the contrary, always protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres. We are left with love that only God can teach, sustain, and perfect it. As the species, we are unable to achieve any of these qualities the true love possesses and only with God's interference because as humans we are motivated by selfishness since the days of Adam and Eve. We need God to learn true love, and we need God to fully practice that true love, so, we are still in the process of learning, until the day of the final graduation which will come when we will see Christ face to face and then we will see fully.
