Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord; I have called You in righteousness; I have taken You by the hand and kept You; I have given You as a covenant to the people, a Light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell You of them.                                                                 Isaiah 42:5-9
Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while it was being prepared he fell into a trance.  He saw the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. Then he heard a voice saying: “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said: “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.” The voice said to him again, a second time: “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.”                                   Acts 10:9b-15
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every people anyone who fears Him and practices righteousness is acceptable to Him. You know the message He sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, He is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. We are witnesses to all that He did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put Him to death by hanging Him on a tree, but God raised Him on the third day and allowed Him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.”            Acts 10:34-43
In the days when the Peanuts strip was very popular, Lucy once grumbled to poor Charlie Brown about the awful New Year she was having. She complained that problems abounded, and she felt that difficulties were around every corner. Then she said: “I don’t think this is a New Year at all—I think we’ve been stuck with a USED year!!!”
PETER’S VISION
1. Peter has a vision, in an ecstatic trance God tells him to eat whatever He sends him and Peter’s first, as usually impulsive response is: “I will not eat anything that is unclean.” He once again is just being Peter, stubborn and reckless. Only when God tells him that whatever He offers is clean, Peter gets it and concedes to God. You see, although Peter was a disciple of Jesus and one His “apostles,” he was still a Jew and a zealot. The process of transformation when he will truly become a “Rock,” was still a “work in progress.” Even though the prophets in the past have many times revealed God’s will to offer salvation to all the people, to all the nations, which obviously included the Gentiles, Peter was not ready to embrace this idea. He might have been a follower of Jesus, but Peter held the deep cultural and traditional views just as did his people. As a faithful Jew, he would never break the “unbreakable rule” and share his faith with a Gentile unless the Gentile became a proselyte to Judaism. He needed to hear and to understand that God considers all people as His creation, not only the “chosen few,” and this was especially clear following Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Now, through his vision Peter finally realized that what he considered to be given exclusively to the Jewish people was actually given to the whole world. The Gospel of Jesus Christ was not solely Jewish domain but belonged to all the people. Just as even Isaiah wrote:  “I have given You as a covenant to the people, a Light to the nations.”
2. Although we generally refer to apostle Paul to be the “apostle to the Gentiles,” Peter too was called to be the apostle to the Gentiles, and so was Philip who as we read in the Book of Acts baptized an Ethiopian eunuch in the desert, as well as all of the other disciples. Through his vision Peter is introduced to the concept he could not understand at first, a concept that many people, even Christians, still cannot understand and grasp even today. The Gospel of Jesus Christ, the “Good News” as we tend to call it, as offered by Jesus Christ, was given to all and Jesus is the “Lord of all.” According to Luke’s words in the Book of Acts, Cornelius, the centurion who invited Peter to come and to share his knowledge of Jesus with him and his house, was a “God fearing,” devout man, who “prayed constantly to God,” a rather unusual characteristic for a Roman officer. It is plausible to believe that Cornelius might have had already some knowledge of who Jesus is, but this knowledge might have been only the first step, the beginning of his life-long journey of faith. He and his household, needed to make more steps and to immerse themselves into a deeper stage of their faith journey. Just like we do when we come and worship together engaging ourselves in deeper understanding of God’s message revealed in His Word. 
3. Being a Christian does not end with the act baptism or confirmation. It is rather a journey which begins with the acceptance of Jesus as the Lord and Savior, journey that continues through one’s entire life. When people stop to worship God they stop to learn, and their “spiritual journey” becomes a “road trip” that ends as soon as they made a “pit stop” at the “rest area” rather than continue to the place of the final destination.  Peter’s words in our reading indicate that although the people he was talking to perhaps knew something about Jesus, they needed to hear more, and Peter’s words delivered them the  brief summary of the basics of the Gospel’s message. He points out that the life, the teachings, the miracles, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ confirms that He is the promised Messiah. Everything that prophets foretold came to fulfillment on the night when He was born in Bethlehem. God’s Kingdom was introduced as the “reality” and not only the “promise.” Then in His death on Calvary our sins have been forgiven and the relationship with God which was broken in the “Garden of Eden” has been restored. Jesus’ teachings were unconventional and hard to accept to the religious leaders of the days and so they also were for Peter. He too had to learn of who Jesus is and this process did not end when Jesus ascended to Heaven and the Holy Spirit was send on the Pentecost, and even now, as he delivers his message to Cornelius’ household, Peter is still learning. 
4. He speaks of peace delivered by Jesus, and he echoes Jesus’ words: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.” God’s promise of peace has finally arrived but again, people did not understand this concept neither then, nor now. Peace does not necessarily mean the absence of conflict as we often see it, for this is the concept of “peace” that the world understands and defines. The Hebrew word “shalom” (שָׁלוֹם) which we translate as “peace,” according to the dictionary conveys a sense of completeness, a well-being, and a harmony way beyond just the absence of conflict. Jesus’ peace brings the world hope and comfort, and our world today needs the same comfort and hope as the people of the first century needed. We, the people as modern society and even as the whole humanity are a broken people, and only the power of Jesus’ peace can make us “whole” once again. We may have “peace with God” but only because of what Jesus did. The world we live in seems to hang on the brink of destruction, we encounter violence and disorder on almost daily basis and the terror, depravity, moral and ethical decay surround us. Sin seems to rule our society and sneaks even into “church’s” teachings and norms, and what this world needs is to hear the message Peter shares with Cornelus’ household: “He was wounded for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities.” 
5. We might be just at the beginning of a new year and today is only the second Sunday of 2026, but the journey through the next 50 Sundays will continue and the people will have to become used to the message of “Hope” and “Peace” brought forward to us by Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross of Golgotha was not a meaningless, empty act. It was on this cross that Jesus took the burden of our sins, our failures, and has forgiven us. Then, on the third day He came back from the dead and guaranteed us everlasting life if we only embrace Him. Cornelius and his family might have been faithful in terms of the “Mosaic Law,” but now after Peter’s visit, they embarked on a more meaningful and fulfilling journey, journey of faith and certainty of being included in “God’s Kingdom.” Many people today may still reject Jesus and His resurrection, and many do not want to admit that God is able to act in this world and in their lives. Our secular society certainly rejects everything that does not seem to be “tangible” and yet the same society wholeheartedly embraces “luck” rather than faith. I wonder, what is more tangible: “luck” or “God?”  
6. Unfortunately, even the modern church gets so “fixated” on the definition of peace offered by the secular society that the true “peace,” true “shalom” is being rather neglected. Finding the solution to all sorts of conflicts between people have become a priority for so many, and in theory on itself this is not a “wrong” concept, but it is a concept unachievable if as the society we do not have “peace with God,” peace offered by Jesus Christ, peace that is inseparably connected to Jesus’ death and resurrection. To admit the resurrection of Jesus is unimaginable for our society because in doing so our society would have to redefine what is the “tangible” and at the same time to admit that we as mankind need God and that it is God indeed who is in charge not us, and that we directly answer to Him. I came across a statement which said that: “Resurrection means going on through death and beyond death to a new existence that death cannot touch.” As the true Church we know this to be true, but our society does not, and not even in thousand years would admit this to be true. Nevertheless, the society’s views do not change the fact that  Jesus has a place in every person’s life, and we all are accountable for how we respond to Him. The day will come when we all will truly experience face to face that: “He is the One ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.”
7. Regarding Jesus’ resurrection, Apostle Paul will later on write: “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”  In this would be the case and the resurrection did not truly occur, what we are left with is just another “man-made” religion, such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Humanism, and any other “-isms.” Without Jesus’ resurrection the Holy Bible is just another set of books, beautifully written but meaningless and not trustworthy. And yet, Jesus  Christ still changes the lives of so many people and does it on daily basis. He still restores broken relationships, fallen marriages, frees people from addictions to drugs, alcohol, immorality, rejuvenates the lives of those who seemed to be destroyed by different life’s circumstances, and brings them Hope and bright future. It is all possible only because of Jesus’ resurrection than took place over 2000 years ago. This is possible only because of faith of those who embraced the resurrected “Son of God” who became our Savior and our Lord. Only Jesus is the true answer to all of life’s chaos. Such is the power of Jesus resurrection and: “He is Risen” must echo all over the world if this world is going to survive the mayhem that surrounds us. Annie Johnson Flint wrote a poem: “THE WAY OF THE CROSS,” where she says:
But the Way of the Cross never stops at the Cross,
And the way of the tomb leads on
To victorious Grace in the heavenly place,
Where the Risen Lord has gone.
Yes, skeptics may still abound and demand proof of Jesus’ resurrection, but they demand this proof to be as they see it fit and disregard the Holy Scriptures’ account offered by the eyewitnesses and by over the past 2000 years of countless number of transformed lives proving this to be true.  
8. Closing his message Peter says: “everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” Forgiveness is the result of accepting Jesus’ resurrection and because of His forgiveness people of all the nations, races, ethnicities, and cultures continue to be empowered through faith in Jesus Christ. It is, however, up to every individual to accept not only God’s forgiveness but to accept other people as well. When searching for illustrations I could use for my sermons I came across one I would like to end my message with:  A rich young woman sat beside a poor elderly man on a plane. She alerted the flight attendant upon taking her seat.
The flight attendant answered warmly when the woman abruptly said: “Please find me another seat immediately.” The flight attendant responded: “I’m sorry Ma’am, but the economy cabin is fully booked.”
The rich woman replied: “But I’m not going to travel beside a worthless bum. Do something.”
While the elderly man stared in disbelief, the flight attendant responded: “I’ll talk to the Captain about this.”
The flight attendant went to the Captain and asked: “Captain, a woman feels uncomfortable sitting beside a poor elder man. What should we do?”
Surprisingly, the Captain’s face changed. He looked amused and said, “This woman is interesting. I’ve never encountered an issue like this before. I have a plan. Listen...”
And the Captain relayed to the flight attendant what he wants to do. The flight attendant was stunned at his plan. In fact, she was amazed.
A few minutes later, the flight attendant returned: “The Captain said we could use an open seat in First Class. He also wants to apologize for having to travel with such a terrible person.”
As the woman rose out of her seat, the flight attendant reached out her arm towards the poor elderly man: “Sir will you please follow me?” 
To which the plane applauded.
Never look down on other people. We are all equal in God’s sight. Regardless of what you have achieved in life, stay humble. Keep your feet on the ground. The bad news is time flies. The good news is, you’re the pilot.
When guided by the forgiving, loving God, we see others as He sees them and embrace them.
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