He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity, and as one from whom others hide their faces He was despised, and we held Him of no account. Surely He has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases, yet we accounted Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the punishment that made us whole, and by His bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Therefore I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out Himself to death and was numbered with the transgressors, yet He bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.                                                                                     Isaiah 53:3-6, 12
Jesus answered: “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you: ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to Him: “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him: “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the One who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, and just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through Him. 
John 3:5-17
A young man asked his boss for the day off to attend his grandmother's funeral. His boss said: “Sure.”

As the young man returned to work his boss asked him: “Do you believe in resurrection of the dead?”  

Young man answered: “Yes.” 

“Interesting, because after you left work yesterday, your grandmother came to visit you!”
Follow Him
1. According to Plato Socrates supposedly was to say: "I know that I know nothing." However, Socrates’ statement did not indicate his lack of knowledge, but simple realization that what he knew was limited.  Considering scientific and technological knowledge of the modern society, we too should realize that our knowledge is still limited, but as humanity we are too arrogant to not being able to admit to this simple truth. We may have substantially increased our knowledge and understanding of the physics, of the biology, of the medical science, and we even been able to explore the vastness of space, but we are still unwilling to see the harm our knowledge and our discoveries often create or lead us to. Today, what once has been described as a science fiction has often become a reality. In 1980’s and 90’s the crew members of the starship “Enterprise” on popular TV series “Star Trek: New Generation” used a little hand held device as a hand-held portable computer. Today, almost all of us have either a tablet or at least a cell phone which we often use in the same fashion as portrayed in this “science fiction” tv show. The robots or even cyborgs of the same popular genre are no more a science fiction today anymore. There are even some scientists who work on the technology of teleporting, you know: “beam me up Scotty.” 
2. However, at the same time many of our advancements have shown how destructive as the species we are and how often we turn our discoveries into the tools of war or destruction. Here are just a few examples: 
· When Alfred Nobel invented dynamite, he hoped to create a tool be used in the constructions of roads and tunnels, humanity however turned his invention into a powerful war weapon.  
· When Robert Oppenheimer and his “Manhattan Project” team created the atomic bomb he and his team hoped to see it as the mean of stopping the war. What followed however was what we call now: a “nuclear arm race” which with a “Cuban Missile Crisis” of the 60’s almost annihilated the world.
· The discovery of a penicillin and eventually the creation of many other antibiotics, led the medical professionals to hail it as a victory over all sorts of infections, but unscrupulous overprescribing of the antibiotics led to the evolution of the “super-bacterium’s” immune to many modern antibiotics.
·  In pursuit of a biological research as the world we witnessed a pandemic just a few years ago, created by the unscrupulous scientists who wanted to develop a biological weapon, thus Covid virus was created. 
It is not surprising that when we start dealing with the powerful advancements in the field of biology or medicine we must doubt whether what we are doing as humanity is safe and unfortunately, the history clearly shows that as the species we have always pursued the dream of creation a “super soldier” proving how inhuman our endeavors always were and still are. 
3. Some may wonder what all of this has anything to do with our text and my message, so, here it is. Jesus said: “God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.” Christ with His love did not give us the proverbial “carte blanche” to sin, yet this is exactly what we as the species and even the Church are doing. When we pervert the biblical truth, moral and ethical values of the Judep-Christian tradition and replace them with whatever our “wants,” and “desires” are, we embrace sin and the “tempter” first encountered in the Garden of Eden. Jesus Christ with Hs death on the cross stressed the extent of God’s love and of God’s grace. He has proven that no sinner is too great not to be forgiven, but the sinner must acknowledge own sinfulness and while repenting embrace Jesus’ sacrifice. 
4. As Christ’s Church we may have perfected the ways of worship and praise, we may have mastered the skills of communication and even learned how to use the newest and the best in technology to effectively reach out to multitudes of people, but if we remain unchanged by God’s presence in us, we totally “miss the boat” and Jesus’ sacrifice remains totally meaningless. Just as in the saying: “You cannot have a cake and eat it too.” As Christ’s Church we too cannot underestimate God’s grace. We may have become immune to free gifts because today many businesses offer a “free gift” if we do business with them and we almost feel entitled to receive something for nothing, but once upon a time receiving a gift was a truly priceless experience. God’s grace is such a priceless gift, and it must be cherished because it is not something we can earn or purchase. God’s grace was offered us freely but at the cost of Jesus’ death on the cross of Calvary. Today, we must see this cross as a center of our faith because if we are free from sins it is only because and through His death on that cross.
5. Not long ago being a Christian indicated someone dedicated to Jesus, someone people could trust. Today, in many instances, it is not so anymore. When Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians he speaks about “love” or “charity.” Unfortunately, today the meaning of charity has become just a tax deduction, but for God we are not a “tax benefit,” on the contrary, we are His greatest liability and Apostle John writes: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. God has indeed offered us the most precious of all the gifts we could ever receive, but many people today believe they are “entitled” to receive this gift but do not have to follow the path laid before them by Jesus Christ. In other words, they do not need to indicate any responsibility for their actions. At the same time there are even the “spiritual leaders” who offer their own interpretation of the Scriptures, just to fulfill their own desires and wants. The modern society introduces many false teachings and tragically these teachings are often introduced to the Church and presented as the “true” interpretation of the Word of God. Just because there might be some elements sounding as the truth, some of these teachings are embraced by the Church seeking “modernization” and “tangibility” rather than “faith.” In the long run however, these “modern views” lead people away from God and many cults which originated as a “Christian” movement devolve into these cults. It is not by chance that Jesus says: “By their fruits you will recognize them.” As Christians we must be vigilant and do not accept everything we hear or see without analyzing it first. 
6. The peer pressure, the modern entertainment, even our culture itself often encourages us to compromise on our Christian values. We get so used to all of them to the point that we do not realize anymore that what we do is no more based on Christian ethics or morality. Ever since the “sixties revolution” many scandals of sexual abuse, dishonesty, immoral actions, or pursuit of wealth at any cost, have shaken Christianity severely. Today people are no more surprised when the accusations of wrongdoing in the Church appear on the news. The weeds took its hold in many churches unfortunately. When I still served the church in Canada, I came across an interview with a Canadian journalist who studied people’s honesty in different parts of the world. He would leave somewhere a wallet with some documents showing his address and a small amount of money. He did this in North America, in Europe and in Asia. In one instance he observed a young man who picked up a wallet left in a telephone booth, put it into his knapsack, only to reconsider his action and phone the man whose name was in the wallet. This journalist observed the scene and when he met the young man he asked: I did notice that you changed your mind after a while and you phoned me, why? The young man’s response was simple. “I am a Christian,” he said, “and I realized that keeping the wallet would be nothing else but hypocritical of me.” In the end the “honesty” prevailed in this young man, but a few decades ago he would not even hesitate for a moment. 
7. When Nicodemus came to Jesus with all his questions and uncertainties, Jesus said to him: “unless a man is born again (or from above), he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” Becoming a Christian means to be born from above; being born from above means to follow Christ and to fulfill the call we received from Him. As Christians we are to be always ready to do our best in whatever we are doing, in the field or in the office, in the school or in the church. After all we are here to serve as an example to the world, to our community, to our neighbors. We were called by Him to act and to live according to His teachings and His guidance.  We are here to prove that: “By their fruits you will recognize them.”
